Spain, U.S. to discuss troop cuts 

MADRID (R) — S pain w® discuss cuts in the number of L'.S. 
mot* m i& territory next May following a referendum vote hi 
swy uv NATO, officials sa#i here on Friday. They sukl Foreign 
Minister Francisco Fernandez Ordonez would divcu>* the i>sut 
with Secretary -of State George Shultz aa May 27 in Washington 
during a hi-oamuJ rneeungofthc jobrtanmnE^iori&ct upunc&ra ' 
bilateral friendship treaty. The United States agreed lasiyegr to-. ' . 
start in the first half of this year Uks on gradual cuts in the J2,5(XJ ;c 
VS. troops stationed at three air bases and a naval base in Spain. 
Spanish voters approved plans last Wednesday m keep Spain in 
NATO while seeking US. troop cuts, remaining free of nueic.ir 
weapons iind outside the alliance's military structure. iStc page 8). 

Stock prices on the Madrid bourse roared 4. 1 ^points on Friday as 
the bmau c s s community continued to rejoice over the gov- 
ernment's referendum victory. 



Differences remain in Afghan talks 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afghanistan and Pakistan remain far 
apan on a number of major issues on ending the Afghan war, but a 
settlement b» possible, a UjN. envoy was quoted on Friday as 
saying. The Associated Press of Pakistan, the semi-official nat- 
ional news agency, quoted United Nations Under- 
secretary-General Diego ConJovts as saying in an interview that 
his efforts to overcome an impasse in talks oo the Afghan crisis 
were “as umui! moving very slowly." Mr. Cordovez is on a shuttle 
mission betw een Islamabad and Kabul to try to resolve a dispute 
over the format of U.N . talks to find a political solution to end the 
.Afghan crisis. Pakistan and Afghanistan have been holding ind- 
irect talks in Geno :« since ! ^8 1 on a possible settlement, with Mr. 
Cordovez going between the two delegations in the so-called 
“proximity negotiations.*' 
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Assad to 
visit Poland 

WARSAW (AP) — President 
Hafez A1 Assad of Syria has acc- 
epted an In v nation from Polish 
leader Wojdcch Jaruzelski to visit 
Poland, the news agency PAP 
reported from Damascus. PAP 
did not say when the trip would 
take place and a Polish gov- 
ernment official in Warsaw said on 
Friday the dates would be set thr- 
ough. diplomatic channels. P/VP 
said General Jaruzcisfcfs inv- 
itation was conveyed to the Syrian 
leader in Damascus by Tadeusz 
Szelacbowski. who led a del- 
egation from Poland s United 
Peasants Party in the Sixth Con- 
gress of the Union of Syrian Pea- 
sants. 

Canadian foreign 
minister due here 


AMMAN- (Petra) — Canadian 
Foreign Minister Joe Clark is due 
here during the first half of April 
on an office! vsit to Jordan aspart 
of a lour of Middle East countries. 
' Mr. Clark t» scheduled to meet 
with a number of Jordanian off- 
icials to deans issues of common 
interest to die two countries bes- 
ide major world topics. 

Chinese president 
arrives in Egypt 

A LEXAN DR1 A ( AP) — Chinese 
President Li Xxannian arrived 
here on Friday to begin a 10-day 
visir to Egypt, the first to this cou- 
ntry by a Chinese head of state 
since the Communists came to 
\ power there in 1949. Mr. Li was 
greeted -on bit arrival from Col- 
ombo, Sri Lanka, by local officials. 
Hi e Chinese jires^ent will spared 
three days hwe on a private visit 
before beginning the official por- 
tion of foe trip Monday in Cairo. 
He is scheduled to confer with 
Presklent Hosni Mubarak on Tue- 
sday sod attend a joint session of 
parliament and the government 
advisory council on Wednesday’ » 
part of the week-long official visit. 

Moscow names 
new U.N* envoy 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union has appointed Yuri Dub- 
inin, . formerly ambassador to- 
Spain. as its new permanent rep- 
resentative at the United Nations. 
TASS news agency announced 
Friday. It said Mr. Dubinin, 55. 
would replace Oleg Troyanovsky. 
66, who had been “relieved of his 
duties in connection with his tra- 
nsfer to other work." Mr. Dubinin 
would also become Moscow's rep- 
resentative on the United Nations 
Security Council according to the 
appointment made by . the Sup- 
reme Soviet, TASS said. 

Howe to visit 
India, Pakistan 

LONDON (R) — - British Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe win 
begin a tour of India and Pakistan 
at the end of March for talks which 
will include discussions on Afg- 
hanistan. the Foreign Office said 
Friday. The visit IQ In d i a , from 
March 30 to. April 2, and to Pak- 
istan, from April 2 to Apr9 5. w2l 
take place at the invitation of the 
foreign msusters of the two cou- 
ntries. The Foreign Office said the 
visit would concentrate on reg- 
ional sales and on the situation in 
Afghanistan. While in Pakistan, 
Mr. Howe will visit Peshawar, the 
base of Afghan rebel leaders. 
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Islamic Jihad gives 
ultimatum to France 

Video film shows 3 hostages alive 


BEIRUT (R) — Extremists holding French 
hostages in Lebanon have issued a final ult- 
imatum to France and released a video film 
in which three captives appeal movingly to 
the French people to help save their lives. 


“We he>id the French gov- 
ernment responsible for any delay 
in answering our conditions and 
this will be the last chance." said a 
statement delivered Thursday 
night with the film by the Islamic 
Jihad (holy war) group to a tel- 
cviRioo agency here. 

The Nock -and -w hile film lasted 
six-ond-a-half minutes and sho- 
wed diplomats Marcel Fontaine 
and Marcel Canon and finally 
journalist Jean-Paul Kaulrrrunn. 
Bearded and haggard. They each 
read from prepared statements. 

“For me it is hand, very hard. 
One year soon and nothing has 
happened. Who will get me out of 
here?" said Mr. Fontaine. *T imp- 
lore the French (people) to help 
us, to do everything possible U> get 
usoulof here us soon as possible." 

Islamic Jihad has linked the hos- 
tages' freedom to French support 
for Iraq in the Gulf war and the 
jailing of five men who tried to kill 
former Iranian Premier Shapour 
Bakhtiar. 

Meanwhile Lebanese -born 
French mediator Razah Rand arr- 
ived in Damascus Thursday night 
.after spending. three days in Bei- 
rut’s Si rite suburbs in a bid to 
secure the release of nine French 
citizens missing and believed kid- 
napped in Lebanon. 

He fold die Beirut newspaper 
An Nahar in Damascus that he 
had achieved progress on uns- 
pecified proposals he had brought 
with him. but did not give details. 

“The important thing is that 
tension has been eased,*’ sail Dr. 
Road, on a semi-official mission to 
free the hasDges. 

Islamic Jihad announced the 
“execution’' of Arabist rcsparchcr 
Michel Seurat, one of the nine, last 


week, after Inlsc reports that one 
of two Iraqi dissidents expelled 
from France last month had been 
killed on arrival in Baghdad. 

The doclur-tumcd-politicuin is 
a right-wing candidate in Sundays 
French parliamentary elections, 
which have been overshadowed 
by the hostage crisis. 

But tile latest Islamic Jihad sta- 
tement Mud it had not met any off- 
icial or unofficial mediator. 

“ ...We haven't met and will not 
meet with any official or unofficial 
envoy unless we notice an ann- 
ounced acceptance of our dem- 
ands.” it said. 

Dr. Raad. 43, tokj the new- 
spaper he had not met the kid- 
nappers of a four-man French tel- 
evision crew seized at gunpoint 
last Saturday, adding that he had 
“established 95 per cent the death 
of Seurat." 

Islamic Jihad has said Mr. Car- 
ton or Mr. Fontaine would also be 
killed if France failed to “recover" 
the two Iraqis. Hamza A1 Rubai 
and Mohammad Kheireddin. by 


Sunday. Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein pardoned the pair on 
Wednesday in a move seen as eas- 
ing tension in the hostage crisis. 

French embassy Vice-Consul 
Fontaine . 43 , and embassy attache 
Carton, 62. were kidnapped near 
die embassy in Beirut on March 
22 last year. Mr. Kauffmann. 42, 
was seized with Mr . Seurat shortly 
after they arrived at Beirut airport 
last May 22. 

The ninth missing French nat- 
ional is Lebanesc-hom Florence 
Raad. 30, rxi relation to the med- 
iator. who also disappeared in 
May last year. She was apparently 
seized by a man seeking the rel- 
ease of his two musing sisters as 
part of the general anarchy in 
Lebanon. 

The latest Islamic Jihad star 
ternent said: "The French gov- 
ern mem is quite aware of our pre- 
cise and well-defined demands. 

“We reiterate that our demands 
are clearly and precisely known... 
we are not asking for any ransom 
and we are not slave-holders." 

Mr. Carton was the second hos- 
tage to appear on the film and be 
indicated it had been made within 
the last four days. 

“My dear wife Denise, my dear 
children, my little Denise, 1 could 
not give you my birthday greetings 
on March 10 with my own voice 

(Contained on page 3) 


Unknown group claims 
abduction of television crew 

BEIRUT (R) — A group g»ifc»e itself the * 4 Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation" on Friday ca limed responsibility for seizing a 
four-man French television crew in Beirut last Satnrday. The 
pre v tardy-unknown Revolutionary Justice Organisation said fit 
kidnapped the aw of the French Antesne-2 network “as a war- 
ntag to France and fin the hope that the French people wfll.L stop 
-any (French) military or politfcal intervention in Lebanon.” The 
statement came wifo photocopies of the identity cards of cam- 
era mam Georges Hansen, 45, and technician Jean-Loafis Nor- 
nxandm, 34. Also mfasfag are correspondent PUUppe Rochot, 40, 
and soundman Aurd Cornea, 54. The foor were seized at gunpoint 
as they returned from filming a rally of the Iranian-backed Hlz- 
bollah (Party of God) in Beirut’s suburbs. 


World leaders to attend Palme 
funeral; suspect under questioning 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — 
Only the police and not the army 
will be used to protect the 100 
world leaders attending Sat- 
urday's funeral of assassina ted 
Prone Minister Glof Palme alt- 
hough tbc gathering of dignitaries 
h. unprecedented for the Swedish 
capital. 

Security arrangements in this 
city of one milkon people will be 
left to 1.500 uniformed police, 
200 security men and an und- 
isclosed number of plainclothes 
detectives, police said. 

With such names as U-S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz. 
Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov. French President Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand and Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 
the mourners* list, the funeral will 
be a severe test for a police force in 
tile Stockholm region nunfoering 
no more than 2,700. 

“We’re not worried but we're 
alert.” police inspector Leif HaJ- 
Iberg told Reuters. “Security is 
extremely well planned." 

Military officials sax) troops 
were never deployed in Sweden 
for strictly civilian events. 

“It’sa pretty unique thing about 
Sweden,” Defence Staff spo- 
kesman Jan Thoningcr said ..‘‘The 
armed forces are there to defend 
the country against threats from a 
foreign power, not to be used aga- 
inst private citizens.” 

Mr. Ryzhkov has offered to 
meet Mr. Shultz at the funeral. 

Mr. Ryzhkov, making his first 
trip to the West since his app- 
ointment last year, said on arrival 
at Stockholm airport: "If there is 
any desire on the pan of Shultz, 
we will meet." 

Meanwhile, police were still 
boldfog foe first suspect arrested 
ia the hunt for the killer of Palme, 
a man de sc ribed by his deface 
attorneys as an anticommunist 
Swede from a religious family. 

The man, whose identity was 
withheld by both investigator and 
lawyers, was not charged and his 


attorneys predicted his release. 

As far as I know he is still in 
police custody and 1 presume he is 
being questioned Friday. That was 
the reason for arresting him.” said 
police spokesman Leif Hall berg. 

Police said earlier that their inv- 
estigation was continuing and they 
hoped for additional arrests. 

Neither attorneys nor police 
identified the man, but foe def- 
ence lawyer described him as 
about 35. from the Stockholm 
area, in an ‘'intellectual" job and 
with no record of crime or vio- 
lence. 

The lawyer said the man had 
apparently been arrested because 
be had been near the site of Mr. 
Palme’s kOling at the time of the 
shooting, had given police con- 
flicting accounts of the night and 
had written notes on his political 
views which police could have 
found suspicious. 

The man was arrested and taken 
into custody Wednesday night, 
police confirmed on Thursday. 

He was arrested and released 
after an earlier investigation, then 
arrested again after police sea- 
rched his apartment and con- 
fiscated notes and “working mat- 
erial." 

A rightist group, calling itself 
the European National Socialist 
Union (ENU), in a letter to the 
national news agency TT, has cla- 
imed foe responsibility for the 
Palme killing, the news agency 
said Friday. 

”We are behind the kilting of 
Palme . German traitor Willy 
Brandt will be the next victim,” 
foe letter read. ■ 

Willy Brandt, a dose friend of 
Mr. Ptilme, was earlier West Ger- 
man chancellor. 

The letter, mailed in Sweden, 
said that the ENU sentenced 
”01of Palme to death atits annual 
conference at Berefatesgaden last 
September." It added the ENU 
leaders from 13 European nations 
and the United States participated 
at the meeting. 


Bcrchtesgaden was the str- 
onghold of Nazi leader Adolf Hit- 
ler. 

TT, quoting one source within 
the security police, said neither 
the Swedish nor the West German 
police has any information on the 
group. 

“ENU succeeded in the exe- 
cution of Olof Palme Feb. 28 — 
next in turn is Willy Brandt, since 
a traitor within foe ENU informed 
the Oslo police about our previous 
plans wits WQly Brandt in Oslo on 
his Nobel Prize day some years 
ago. ... we feel confident that Willy 
Brandt will follow Olof Palme in 
very short time" the letter said. 

The letter was signed " Heil Hit- 
ler. ENU central for foe Sca- 
ndinavian territories, Stockholm 
by H.H. Adler 1, Scandinavian 
leader.” 

The Palme funeral on Saturday 
wilt prompt precautions highly 
unusual in a city considered one of 
the world's most placid until Mr. 
Palme's assassination. 

Police said that during the 
memorial service air space over 
Stockholm would be dosed to tra- 
ffic for foe first time since a state 
visit by Soviet leader Nikolai Kru- 
shchev more than 20 years ago. 

Hospitals and ambulance ser- 
vices said they would be on full 
alert in the event of an attack. 
“This is absolutely the most mas- 
sive effort we’ve ever had to make 
at such short notice ,” a health aut- 
hority official told reporters. 

Police said the fact that most of 
the foreign leaders would stay in 
four different hotels made security 
arrangements more difficalt- 

Marie Aastrup, public relations 
manager at the Stockholm She- 
raton, said more than 300 rooms 
at that hotel had been booked for 
delegations from 10 countries, 
Mr. Shultz and his aides among 
them. 

Swedish Television said foe 
Soviet delegation was taking no 
chances and had brought its own 
armour-plated limousine. 



RBs Majesty King Hussein on Thursday confers with 
ILN. Assistant Secretary-Genera! Mark Gouki ing 
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Soviets 
renew 
appeal 
to U.S. 

MOSCOW (R) — Senior Soviet 
officials on Friday appealed to the 
United States to join a Soviet halt 
to nuclear testing and rejected as 
nonsense American arguments 
about verifying compliance. 

“We do not take pleasure in 
putting the United States in an 
embarrassing situation. We want 
to do business with them...*' Dep- 
uty Foreign Minister Vladimir 
Komplektov told a press con- 
ference. 

Mr. Komplektov. who beads 
the ministry department dealing 
with the United States, joined 
General Nikolai Chervov and 
other officials in amplifying a dec- 
ision by Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to extend a Soviet 
moratorium on testing. 

Responding to a call by leaders 
of six nations. Mr. Gorbachev said 
in a letter on Thursday that Mos- 
cow would maintain the halt 
begun last August until the United 
States carried out its next test. 

In Washington, the White 
House said it remained opposed to 
a ban. citing foe need to develop 
weapons and Soviet objections to 
adequate verification measures. 

The Soviet officials on Friday 
repeated pledges by Mr. Gor- 
bachev to allow stringent mon- 
itoring including on-site ins- 
pection. Nuclear expert Mikhail 
Sadov ski said the American com- 
plaint was “out and out non- 
sense.” 

He said the United States ran 
200 monitoring stations dose to 
Soviet borders which could easily 
detect midear blasts. The Soviet 
Union has only 20 stations and "so 
far we ha ve not missed a single test 
conducted abroad." 

Mr. Komplektov said a U.S. 
change of heart would be the best 
way to honour foe memory of 
murdered Swedish Prime Minister 
Olof Palme, one of foe six leaders 
who urged Moscow to continue its 
moratorium. 

The other countries are India. 
Mexico. Greece, Tanzania and 
Argentina. 

“Everything now depends on 
the U.S.." he added. 

Mr. Komplektov, who is being 
tipped as a possible successor to 
Washington Ambassador Anatoly 
Dobrynin, repeated remarks by 
Mr. Gorbachev in his letter to the 
six aa Thursday that the test halt 
had penalised Moscow both mil- 
itarily and economically. 

Western diplomats see the Sov- 
iet moratorium campaign as one 
of a series of moves by the Kre- 
mlin largely aimed at br inging pre- 
ssure on President Reagan from 
world opinion ahead of the next 
summit with Mr. Gorbachev due 
this year. 

The officials refused to be 
drawn on the issue of the date for 
foe summit. Mr. Gorbachev imp- 
lied in a speech last month he 
might not meet Mr. Reagan if he 
was not wilting to agree on some 
disarmament measure. 

He suggested a total test ban as 
an example. 

Mr. Komplektov avoided a dir- 
ect answer when he was asked 
whether be had been appointed to 
succeed Mr. Dobrynin, who is ret- 
urning to Moscow to a senior 
Kremlin post. 


Iraqis retake area 
near Suleymaniyeh 


B AS RA . Iraq 1 Agencies) — Iraqi 
force* on Friday recaptured a key 
region in the northern sector of 
the I ran -Iraq war front northeast 
of the Lraqi provincial capital of 
Suleyman tyeh. an Iraqi military 
spokesman announced. 

The spokesman said the Iraqi 
forces wiped out eight Iranian bri- 
gades in a counter-offensive in the 
Chwara region. 25 kilometres 
from Suleymaniyeh. 

"Tht. means that not a single 
Iranian soldier remains on Iraqi 
soil in the northern province," the 
spokesman said. 

Pans of the predominantly 
Kurdish -populated Chwarta reg- 
ion was occupied by the Iranians 
in new offensive launched Feb. 24. 

Earlier in the day. Iran’s official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA)said that Iranian warpla- 
nes bombed an Iraqi oil platform 
off the besieged Iranian-occupied 
port of Fao in the southern from. 

Iraqi troops have been trying 
for more than a month to drive out 
Iranian troops entrenched in the 
disused Gulf oil port of Fao on the 
southern peninsula. 

Iraq announced on Thursday 
that two of its three columns adv- 
ancing on Fao had linked together 
for a final advance to dislodge the 


Iranians. 

Iraqi military communiques 
said that the push left thousands of 
Iranians dead "liberating an imp- 
ortant pan of the mainland." 

Baghdad Radio reported on 
Friday that thousands of people in 
foe capital and towns and villages 
throughout Iraq were celebrating 
Thursday's victory through street 
demonstrations in support of thc 
array. 

Itadded that Iraqi jets and hel- 
icopters resumed hammering the 
remnants of the Iranian forces left 
on the Fao Peninsula. 

In Tehran, three long columns 
of women in black chador cloaks 
marched to the Iranian capital's 
Friday prayer session, displaying 
pictures of dead relatives but sho- 
uting slogans in support of "mar- 
tyrdom.'' the government and the 
2.000th day of the war with Iraq. 

The columns took an hour to 
pass by in a march well-organised, 
like most govern meat -sponsored 
events. 

Earlier this month. Iranian lea- 
der Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
recommended that women und- 
ergo military training in case they 
had to go to the warfront. and. 
indirectly, to boost the morale of 
front-line troops. 


King 

confers 

with 

Goulding 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
Kina Hussein conferred at foe 
Royal Court on Thursday with 
Mr. Mark Goulding. United Nat- 
ions assistant secretary-general 
for political affairs. Mr. Goulding. 
who succeeded Mr. Brian Urq- 
uhart, is currently on a tour in foe 
Middle East to familiarise himself 
with the situation in foe region. 

Mr. Guuldinc. accompanied by 
hi> assistant for political affairs on 
the region Jean Claude Aime w as 
received by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai and later met with Foreign 
Minister Taher A! Masri. 

They discussed Jordan's efforts 
■ to bring about a just and durable 
: Middle East peace, and foe Uni- 
i ted Nations' role in this end- 
I cavour. 

i They also reviewed the latest 
developments in the region, acc- 
ording to the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra. 

The meeting was attended by 
Mr. Tayseer Touqan. Foreign 
Ministry secretary general. 

Upon arrival in Amman on 
Thursday morning Mr. Goulding 
said that his visit was part of a 
tour in the region for consultations 
and discussions with leaders of the 
region's countries on giving imp-, 
etus to foe peace process and for 
reactivating foe United Nations 
call for a total withdrawal of Isr- 
aeli forces from southern Leb- 
anon. 

Mr. Goulding and Mr. Aime are 
expected to end their visit to Jor- 
dan on Saturday. 

Mr. Goulding has already vis- 
ited Lebanon and Israel. Con- 
cluding his tour of southern Leb- 
anon regions patrolled by the Uni- 
ted Nation s Inte rim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNlhlL). Mr. Goulding 
said any withdrawal of the U.N. 
force could spell further violence 
and bloodshed. 

However, foe U.N. official's 
plea that UNIFIL be allowed to 
fully perform its mandate tty tak- 
ing over areas now controlled by 
Israeli allied militiamen was rej- 
ected bv Israeli leaders. 


Herut Party seeks to heal rift over 
leadership after violent convention 


TEL AVIV' (Agencies) — Med- 
iation efforts began on Friday to 
heal a rift in the right-wing Herut 
Party which party leaders warned 
could undermine its position in the 
coalition government led by Lab- 
our Party Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

A convention of Herat, the nuc- 
leus of the Likud bloc which con- 
trols half of Peres’ cabinet, broke 
up in fistfigbts and recriminations 
on Thursday when Foreign Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir failed to 
quell a mutiny against his party 
leadership. 

Shamir was challenged by an all- 
iance of former Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon and Deputy Premier 
David Levy. 

Under a power-sharing agr- 
eement with Peres, Shamir is due 
to become prime minister next 
October, mid-way through the 
50-moath term of the coalition 
formed in September 1984. 

Peres is under mounting pre- 
ssure from his own party to break 
the agreement with Shamir on the 


pretext that the Likud has blocked 
opportunities to start Arab-Israeli 
peace talks and has hamstrung 
Peres’ economic recovery plan. 

Yoram Aridor. a former Herat 
finance minister, said foe internal 
dissension threatened to neu- 
tralise the party's leaders and 
“leave us no candidates who can 
take the premiership. We will 
have three candidates competing 
for foe leadership of foe opp- 
osition.” 

Aridor told Israel army radio 
that he had begun holding con- 
tacts with the three groups to urge 
them “to make up with each othes 
and act together." 

The bartle on the convention 
floor was for control of the party 
machine and for positions that will 
be decisive in choosing the next 
candidates for prime minister and 
parliament seats. 

Shamir suffered a bitter blow 
when the party broke up the* vio- 
lent annual convention without 
endorsing him as leader. 

Quivering with anger. Shamir 


was forced off the stage by cha- 
nting opponents. The convention 
adjourned in pandemonium. 

Shamir accused Levy of being a 
liar “driven by megalomania" and 
of ranting foe convention into a 
circus. 

In a television interview. Levy, 
a Moroccan immigrant supported 
by under-privileged Sephardim 
(Oriental Jews), accused Shamir 
of undemocratic practices and 
declined to say whether Shamir 
was fit to be prime minister. 

Parliamentarian Uzi Baram. 
secretary general of the Labour 
Party, cast doubt on Shamir's abi- 
lity to rule. 

"He is supposed to take over 
foe government of a unified cou- 
ntry at a time when he has pro- 
blems of legitimacy in his own 
party." Baram told reporters. 

Israel Radio said Peres int- 
ended to honour the rotation agr- 
ee meat despite Labour Party fears 
about handing the leadership to 
divided rightwingers. 


‘Marcos used money to ensure victory’ 


MANILA (Agencies) — Phi- 
lippine authorities said on Friday 
that deposed President Ferdinand 
Marcos may have used financial 
trickery to bankroll his reelection 
18 days before he fled into exile. 

Audit Commissioner Teofisto 
Gumgoua told reporters the for- 
mer general manager of Manila 
airport withdrew 55 million pesos 
(S2 _5 milS cm) in cash just before 
the Feb. 7 presidential election 
and the money could not be tra- 
ced. 

hi Honolulu, a judge tem- 
porarily barred foe transfer to 
Congress or any other agency the 
documents Mr. Marcos carried to 
Hawaii after fleeing his Mal- 
acanang Palace on Feb. 25. 

The restraining order was sou- 
ght in a suit fried by Colonel 
Ramon Azurin, a Marcos aide, 
and Gregorio Araneta. Mr. Mar- 


■cos’ son-in-law. 

In Singapore, diplomatic sou- 
rces told Reuter Mr. Marcos had 
indicated he wanted to leave 
Hawaii for Singapore and that 
U.S. au thorites were interceding 
on his behalf. 

Mr. Guingona said before the 
election that Mr. Marcos had 
asked each public corporation to 
raise 50 million pesos for his cam- 
paign against Corazon Aquino. 

Mr. Guingonga. who is assigned 
to recover foe hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars the Marcoses and 
their associates allegedly stashed 
abroad confirmed that foe bank 
accounts of 54 people, including 
relatives of the Marcxses and for- 
mer high officials, have been ord- 
ered frozen during the past three 
days. 

At a news conference. Mr. Gui- 
ngona showed reporters copies of 


force cancelled airport manager’s 
cheques that he said the man- 
ager himself had cashed on Jan. 
16, IS and 30. 

Mr. Guingona also presented 
copies of memorandums issued by 
foe official ordering the issuance 
of the cheques, supposedly bec- 
ause the construction company 
that built foe airport was dem- 
anding payment in cash, and a let- 
ter from the company denying tha t 
it received the money. 

Mr. Guingona said he would 
also be probing the finances of a 
$2 billion atomic energy plant 
buBt by the U5. firm We&- 
tinghouse to check accusations of 
kickbacks to Mr. Marcos. 

The new Aquino government 
claims Mr. Marcos looted national 
treasures during his 20 years in 
power. 








2 Home- Middle East news 



Gunmen ambush army patrol 
in Beirut killing two soldiers 


Papal envoy leaves after peace mission 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Gunmen ambushed an army 
patrol taking 30 million Lebanese pounds ($1.5 mil- 
lion) to the Central Bank in Muslim west Beirut 
Friday and killed two soldiers, police reported. 

It was not immediately known if atiyeh’s hospital, they added, 
my of the money was stolen as the In west Beirut's suburban cite 

Eunmen and soldiers shot it out in sportive neighbourhood, army 


It was not immediately known if 
any of the money was stolen as the 
gunmen and soldiers shot it out in 
the street. 

Gunfire erupted again when 
rival militia units raced to the 
scene and started shooting at each 
other and the array. 

The bizarre chain of events ref- 
lected the anarchy that exists in 
militia-ruled west Beirut. Gun- 
fights, bold-ups and kidnappings 
happen daily. 

Police reported the assailants in 
a black Mercedes raked the array 
jeep and a van carrying the money 
with machine gun fire in west Bei- 
rut’s Bacrakieh neighbourhood at 
9:30 a.m. 

A 2 7 -year-old army corporal 
was shot six times in the head and 
a 25 -year-old private was shot 14 
times. Both were Muslims, police 
said. 

Soldiers riding shotgun in the 
pickup returned fire, but the ass- 
ailants escaped, police added. 

The army sent an armoured pat- 
rol to the scene while a joint force 
of Dmze and Shfite Muslim mil- 
itia men raced in. 

Police said a shootout dev- 
eloped between the two groups as 
each tried to take charge of the 
investigation into the attempted 
robbery, sending onlookers and 
pedestrians scurrying for shelter. 

At least one woman was wou- 
nded in the clash. It was halted by 
a coordination committee made 
up of Muslim army units and the 
principal militias who control west 
Beirut, police added. 

Police said a Christian physician 
was wounded in east Beirut as 
Falangist and opposition militia 
snipers duelled across the Green 
Line that slices the capital into two 
sectors. 

Heavy fighting between Fal- 
angist unis of the army and 
Syrian-backed militias erupted 
around midday in the centra] 
mountains overlooking Falangist 
President Amin Gemayers hom- 
etown of Bikfaya. 

Police said one soldier was lol- 
led and another wounded. The 
troops are defending Bikfaya, 16 
kilometres north east of Beirut in 
the Falangist heartland. Fighting 
flares on mat front daily. 

The area became a flashpoint in 
Lebanon's 11-year-old civil war 
after Mr. Gemayel scuttled 
Syrian-brokered peace pact on 
Jan. 15. The accord was signed by 
Lebanon's three most powerful 
militias in Damascus on Dec. 28. 

In South Lebanon, security sou- 
rces said snipers in hilltop pos- 
itions manned by Israeli troops 
find militiamen of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) fired on a duster of Shfite 
villages around the market town 
of Nabatiyeh. 

A 75 -year-old woman was 
wounded in die village of Kfar 
Rumman, tire sources said. Her 
right band was amputated in Nab- 


experts detonated an unexploded 
250-kilogramme rocket fired by 
an Israeli F-15 fighter-bomber 
during the early days of Israel's 
1982 invasion of Lebanon, police 
reported. 

The district at the time was a 
stronghold of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Pope John Paul ITs special 
envoy, Monsignor Achille S3- 
vestrini. flew for the Vatican Fri- 
day at the end of a six-day mission 
aimed at reviving Syrian- 
sponsored peace efforts in this 
devastated country. 

Sflvestrini, the Holy See’s for- 
eign affairs expert, left by hel- 
icopter from Bkeriri, seat of the 
Maronite Catholic patriarch, for 
Cyprus. From there he will fly on 
to Rome. 

Another Vatican emissary, 
Monsignor Ijrij gi Giatti, who acc- 
ompanied Sflvestrini on his mis- 
sion, stayed behind. 

He and the papal nuncio, Mon- 
signor Luciano Angeloni. were 
expected to bold further contacts 
among Lebanon’s spiritual leaders 
in a bid to cool a campaign by 
Syrian-backed factions seeking 
the ouster of President Amin 
Gemayel, a Maronite Catholic. 

Angeloni accompanied Sil- 
vestrini on the helicopter trip to 
Lamaca. Cyprus, and new back to 
Beirut aboard the army craft. 

During his trip. Sflvestrini spent 
two days in Damascus where he 
reportedly tried to convince Syr- 
ian leaders to end a two- 
month-old boycott of die Leb- 
anese president. 

The strain followed a bloody 
crackdown by Mr. Gemayel's Fal- , 
angst allies on pro-Syrian rivals 
headed by Elie Hobeika. 

Hobeika had signed a Syrian- 
brokered peace accord with Druze 
chieftain Walid Junblatt and 
Shfite Muslim leader Nabib Beni. 

Mr. Gemayel vetoed the ann- 
stice. He contended it made too j 
many concessions to Muslims and 
undercut Falangists’ traditional 
domination of power. 

Opposition radio stations in 
Beirut criticised Sflvestrini for fai- 
ling to meet with Mr. Beni and 
Mr. Junblatt. Lebanon's two str- 
ongest opposition militia chi- 
eftains. during his trip. 

He only met in west Beirut with 
Sunni Muslim Grand Mufti She- i 
ikh Hassan Khaled; Sheikh Mob- i 
am mad Mehdi Sbamseddine, 
deputy chairman of the Higher . 
Shfite Council; and Sheikh Moh- 
ammad Abu Shakra. the Druze 
community’s highest spiritual lea- ! 
der. 

Sflvestrini said in a statement I 
Thursday night that his talks in 
Damascus with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad, Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddara and For- 


eign Minister Farouk AJ Sharaa. 
were “frank and comprehensive .’ 7 

But he did not say whether he 
convinced the leaders to start tal- 
king to Mr. Gemayel again. 

“I got die impression that Pre- 
sident Assad listened with att- 
ention to what I had the honour of 
telling him,” he said. 

“I went to Damascus to sort of 
express the aspirations of the Leb- 
anese people, mainly the Chr- 
istians,” be added. 

Lebanon's Falangist leaders 
Wednesday staged a show of unity 
after a year of conflict over who 
should decide the fate of the emb- 
attled community. “We need pol- 
itical unity ... and coordination 
between Christian political fac- 
tions so that none may monopolise 
Christian decision-making,” mil- 
itia chief Samir Geagea told 1,000 
fighters drawn up in an east Beirut 
football stadium. 

Sharpshooters stood guard on 
the stadium roof and security men 
searched for bombs, as bandsmen 
in busibies and red jackets helped 
mini-skirled drummer girls play in 
the guests of honour. 

The celebrations were to mark 
the anniversary of last year’s blo- 
odless uprising in the “Lebanese 
Forces'’ militia to block Presklent 
Amin Gemayel’s policy of relying 
on Syria to broker an end to Leb- 
anon's 11 years of civil war. 

Geagea fed the revolt, but two 
months later he was pushed aside 
by Elie Hobeika, who shocked 
many Falangists by declaring for 
the “Syrian option,” renouncing 
ties with Israel and signing a peace 
pact with the opposition militias in 
Damascus. 


In mid-January, the “Lebanese 
Forces” switched direction for a 
third time when Geagea linked up 
with Mr. Gemayel to oust Hob- 
eika in bloody street fighting that 
cost scores of lives. 

“We reject any tutelage over 
U5. We know how to run our aff- 
airs. No one can impose agr- 
eements on us,” Geagea declared 
Wednesday, adding that Lebanon 
had always been a “target for inv- 
aders and the envy of its nei- 
ghbours.” 

Geagea, 34, was flanked by sev- 
eral former political rivals — Elie 
Karameh and Joseph Hashem of 
the pro -Gemayel Falangist Party, 
and ex-President Camille Cha- 
moun and his son Dany. 

Geagea called for an immedia te 
end to hostilities with opposition 
militias “without intolerance or 
extremism” as a prelude to dia- 
logue. 

Syria’s allies in Lebanon say the 
accord they signed with Hobeika 
last December remains the only 
basis for a lasting peace and have 
boycotted Mr. Gemayel for his 
part in scuttling it 

“It is for us Lebanese to decide 
among ourselves how to live in 
free understanding and close rel- 
ations,” Geagea said. 

Foreign relations were the job 
of the Lebanese government, he 
added, reflecting widespread Fal- 
angist suspicion that the Syrian- 
backed militia pact undermined 
national sovereignty. 

Falangist leaders have used the 
lull in peace efforts since the pact 
collapsed to patch up their own 
differences and work towards a 
consensus under the patronage of 
the Maronite Church. 


Egyptian official reports 
of differences over Taba 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The chief 
Egyptian negotiator in talks with 
Israel about a border dispute was 
quoted Friday assaying major dif- 
ferences of opinion remained 
between the two countries. 

“On many questions of pro- 
cedure agreement has been rea- 
ched between the two sides;” the 
daily Davar newspaper quoted 
Nabfl Al Arabi as saying. 

But on substantive issues, be 
said. “I must admit the gap bet- 
ween the two sides remains wide * 
The Egyptian officials returned 
home Thursday night, and the 


talks were to resume in Cairo next 
week. 

Israel retained control of Taba 
when it returned the rest of the 
Smai peninsula to Egypt in 1982 
under the terms of their peace tre- 
aty. 

Davar, a newspaper allied with 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres' 
Labour Party, quoted Mr. Arabi 
as saying the two sides still dis- 
agreed on the period of mediation 
that Israel demands before arb- 
itration starts and on what arr- 
angements to make fqr the losing 
country to have access to Taba. 


Finland, Israel disagree over 
U.N. role in Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Visiting Fin- 
nish Foreign Minister Paavo Vay- 
rynen disagreed with his Israeli 
counterpart Friday over the value 
of the United Nations pea- 
cekeeping forces in Lebanon, an 
Israeli foreign Ministry official 
said. 

Mr. Vayrynen. here as part of a 
bid by Finland to become active in 
Mid east politics, also told Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir the Pai- 
estine Liberation Organisation 


(PLO) should participate in reg- 
ional peace tails, the official said 
on condition of anonymity. 

Israel refuses to negotiate with 
the PLO. 

Mr. Vayrynen told reporters 
that his two-hour meeting with 
Shamir focused on a U.N. Interim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
which has patrolled a strip north of 
the Israeli border since March 
1978. Finland h as a 509-soldier 
contingent in UNIFIL. 


Shultz: 

Saudi 
arms sale 
to go ahead 

WASHINGTON (R) —Secretary 
of State George Shultz has said the 
administration plans to press 
ahead with a proposed S354 mil- 
lion arms sale to Saudi Arabia 
despite a planned congressional 
attempt to block the missile pac- 
kage. 

President Reagan sent Con- 
gress a 20-day advance not- 
ification of die sale on Tuesday 
i and Senator Alan Cranston, a Cal- 
ifornia Democrat and leading Ia - - 
ael supporter in the Senate, said 
he would move to block the sale if 
tile administration followed thr- 
ough with a formal notification. 

But Mr. Shultz told a con- 
gressional hearing: “We will pre- 
sent (to Congress), when it comes 
; rime for formal notification, a frill 
statement on the Saudi arms pac- 
kage" 

Once that notification has been 
received. Congress has 30 wor- 
king days to consider the proposal 
and decade whether to block the 
i sale by passing joint resolutions of 
disapproval in both the House and 
Senate. 

.Sen. Cranston and other con- 
gressional opponents of the arms 
sale said they hoped the prospect 
of a second embarrassing defeat 
over an arms sale to an Arab cou- 
ntry might cause the adm- 
inistration to reconsider the req- 
uest. 

Last month, the administration 
backed away — in the face of con- 
gressional opposition — from a 
{flan to sell Jordan SI. 9 billion 
worth of advanced planes. 

Legislators opposed to the 
S354-milMon sale of advanced 
anti-aircraft and anti-ship missiles 
cite Saudi Arabia's support of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and charge that country 
has done little to advance tire 
cause of peace in the Middle East. 

Mr. Shultz disagreed, telling the 
panel : “1 believe the Saudis have 

contributed significan tly to the 

peace process” and to stability in 
the volatile Gulf region where the 
Iran-Iraq conflict has raged since 
1980. 

But, when pressed for exa- 
mples, he said: “I don't want to 
violate their own pattern of ope- 
rations tty being more specific” 

Senator Alien Spectre, z Pen- 
nsylvania Republican, shot back: 
“You say it’s been done quitely — 
it’s been inaudible as far as this 
senator is concerned.” 

The issue of Saudi Arabia's con- 
tribution to the currently stalled 
effort to negotiate an end to the 
Israel-Arab conflict will be a key 
factor in the debate over whether 
to allow the missile sale to go thr- 
ough. 

It also will be instrumental later 
this year when ihe administration 
is scheduled to deliver eight adv- 
anced AW ACS early warning 
radar planes to Saudi Arabia. 
Sen. Cranston has promised to 
fight that deal as welL 

But Mr. ShulB said Thursday 
that U 5. strategic concerns in the 
region had to take precedence 
over the peace process. “The 
sale.. .is not linked primarily to the 
peace process, it is linked to our 
strategic interests in the Golf.” be 
said. 


Egypt, U.S. ‘disagree on 


CAIRO (AP)— Relations bet- 
ween the United States and Egypt 
have improved since last year's 
Italian ship hijacking, but the two 
countries still diff er era Libya, ter- 
rorism and the PLO, an editor 
dose to President Hosni Mubarak 
wrote Friday. 

Relations between the two cou- 
ntries suffered a setback last Oct- 
ober when US. jets intercepted an 
Egyptian plane carrying three hij- 
ackers of the Achifle Lauro and 
forced it to Sicily where the gun- 
men were arrested. 

Before the Egyptian plane left 
Cairo, Mr. Mubarak claimed the 
gunmen had already departed the 
country under a deal negotiated 
by Egypt in return for the release 
of the passengers. 

Later, Mr. Mubarak said he 
wanted to hand tire hijackers over 


to Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) chief Yasser Ara- 
fat for trial. 

In a commentary in the stale- 
owned daily Al Ahram, chief edi- 
tor Ibrahim Nafeh said U.S.- 
Eg yptian relations “are back to 
normal.” 

“I can say that the United States 
sho ws greater understanding of 
the independence of Egypt’s will,” 
re id Mr. Nafeh. His editorial opi- 
nions are known to reflect those of 
President Mubarak. 

Despite foe improvement, Mr. 
Nafeh said Egypt would not sup- 
port any American retaliatory str- 
ike against Libya. President Ron- 
ald Reagan has accused Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi of a 
role in last December’s terrorist 
attacks on airports in Rome and 
Vienna. 


*‘No matter how much Egypt 

suffers at the lands of Libya's chi- 
ldish leader and to matter what 
Cairo thinks of Liya's practices it 
cannot possibly join in any actios 
against Libya,” Mr. Na feh wro te. 
“It cannot support any aggression 
against Libya.”- 

Mr. Nafeh said both countries 
reject terrorism .But he said Egypt 
believes terrorism can be eli- 
minated only by restoring . PaL 
estiaian rights and “removing soc- 
ial injustice” and not by “special 
anti-terror units, by fleet mov-~ 
emems and by air exercises.*’: 

He said that while foe United } 
Slates accuses Mr.. Arafat of fos- j 
tering terrorism* “Egypt regards A 
him as the legitimate leader of the \ 
Palestinian people who represent ; 
their aspirations and hopes,” ; 


Britain concerned over Gulf war 


BAHRAIN CR) — Britain is dee- 
ply concerned over the recent ext- 
ension of Gulf war fightmg and the 
possible threat to Kuwait, Foreign 
Office Minister Timothy Renton 
has said. 

Hie had talks with the Emir of 
Bahrain Sheikh Isa Ibn Sulman 
Al Khalifa, and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Mubarak 
Al Khalifa, on the first leg of a visit 
to several Arab Gulf countries. 

“We are deeply concerned 
about this war... I discussed what 
we can do to end this war in light of 
our friendly relations with Gulf 
countries.” he told a news con- 
ference. 

“Iran appears to have been cal- 
ling Kuwait’s attention to its dan- 
gerous position. Ir is not difficult 
to get involved in the war...” he 
said. 

Iran last month seized part of 
Iraq’s southern Fao peninsula 
within sight of Kuwait s north east 
border, and the emirate put its 
armed forces of 13,000 on alert. 

Mr. Renton, minister of state 
for foreign affairs reiterated a Feb. 
25 call bv the European Com- 
munity (£C) for bom Iraq and 
Iran to respect tiie sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of nei- 
ghbouring countries. 

He said his talks here also dealt 
with the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and he reiterated Britain’s 
support for the Palestinian peo- 


ple's right to self-determination. 

Al though Britain wanted the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to play a part in any peace 
negotiations, he said, “we don’t 
describe them as the only voice of 
the Palestinians. 

“We want to encourage mod- 
erate Palestinians, be they PLO or 
not, to join peace talks,” he said. 

Zia: No victor in Golf war 

Meanwhile Pakistan's President 
Mohammad Zia U1 Haq was Thu- 
rsday quoted as saying an Ir anian 
victory in the Gulf war would des- 
tabilise the region, but that there 
could be no victor. 

In an interview in Islamabad 
with Bahrain’s Gulf Daily News, 
Gen. Zia said he was satisfied with 
the progress of fttkistan’s moves 
towards full democracy, while rel- 
ations with India were also imp- 
roving. He also reiterated his uns- 
werving opposition to the Soviet-, 
backed regime in Afghanistan, 

Gen. Zia said Pakistan rem- 
ained neutral in the 5^2 -year Gulf 
conflict but its mediation efforts 
had failed to bring Iran to the neg- 
otiating table. 

“We found that Iraq is much 
more flexible,” the newspaper 
quoted him as saying. “I am of the 
firm conviction that Iran is still 
going through the (Islamic) Rev- 
olution." 


He described the Soviet occ- 
upation of Afghanistan as a wedge 
being driven between the . sub-, 
oontment and the Gulf, adding; 
“Tfris is tiie most strategic ideal 
the Soviets could ever dream ofT' 
“They have Nocked China from 
this side, they are threatening Pak- 
istan from the west, their wedge is 
going towards the Indian Ocean. ’ 
And where is the mouth of the 
Gulf and the oO-ricb states? Tins is 
not an accident,” he said. 

Moscow’s 150,000 troops in 
Afghanistan were a worry for 
every country in tiie region, he 
said , adding there was no way Pak- 
is tan would recognise the gov- 
. eminent in Kabul. _ 

In an interview with two United 
Arab Emirates newspapers. Gen. 
Zm. described Iran's demand for 
the removal of Iraqi government 
as a condition for peace talks as 
“e xtremist" . 

“Considering the rigfrt of the 
Iraqi people td deckle who their, 
president should be, I think this is 
far from flexibility." Al Ittihad 
and the Emirates News quoted 
him as saying. . 

. Gen. Zia called on the Palestine 
Liberatm Organisation (PLO) to 
recognise Israel. “They most 
enjoy Jordan's support -and rec- 
ognise Israel... it is vain to daira 
that Israel does notexist,” he said. 

At the same time, he added. 
“Israel must recognise the PLO 
and talk with the organisation." 


U.S. sending $10 m in military aid to Chad 


WASHINGTON ( R) —President 
Reagan has ordered up to b 10 mil- 
lion in emergency military equ- 
ipment sent to ajd the government 
of Chad in its war with Libyan- 
backed rebels, the State Dep- 
artment has said. 

The equipment, released in res- 
ponse to a request by Chad, will be 
used to resupply the forces of Pre- 
sident Hissene Habre following 
clashes along the country s 16th 
parallel, which divides the rebel- 
held north and government-held 
south. 

"This decision... is in acc- 
ordance with article 5 1 of die Uni- 
ted Nations Charter (relating to 
self-defence),'* the State Dep- 
artment said. "Our assistance, 
complementing French efforts, 
will provide a resupply of critical 
items needed for Qiacf s defence." 

The State Department said the 
Reagan administration was wor- 
king with Chad and France. 


Chad’s principal ally, on specific 
equipment to be provided. 

It said tiie equipment, to be 
taken from Defence Department 
stocks, would include transport 
aircraft, vehicles^ weapons, amm- 
unition and medical supplies. 

The Chadian civil war flared up 
a month ago when insurgents lau- 
nched attacks along and south of 
the 16th parallel. The State Dep- 
artment said tiie attacks had con- 
tinued, the most recent coming on 
March 5. 

France has sent troops and air- 
craft to ajd the government and 
Washington has also flown in mil- 
itaiy supplies. 

Meanwhile in Vienna, Austria, 
Senegal's President Abdou Diouf. 
head of tiie Organisation of Afr- 
ican Unity (OAU), said Thursday 
a meeting was planned in the next 
few weeks between Chad Pre- 
sident Hissene Habre and rebel 
leader Goukouni Oueddei. 


-• HC told a press conference in 
Vienna: "We are planning a mee- 
ting between Habre — tiie leg- 
itimate president of Chad rec- 
ognised internationally and by the 
OAU —and Oueddei. who is con- 
sidered as opposition chief." 

“We think if will take place in 
tiie next few weeks in the Congo” 
he added. 

“The meeting will give us a het- 
ter chance to reach a national rec- 
onciliation. Then we wflf go on to 
other steps.” 

Mr. Diouf said he would attend 
the meeting, as would Congo Pre- 
sident Col. Denis Sasson- 
Nguesso. 

“Our idea is that the Chad pro- 
blem can be solved only between 
the sons of Chad themselves.." he 
'said. “If we reach a reconciliation 
between tiie children of Chad then 
the problems of external int- 
ervention can be resolved more 
easily." 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

- An exhibition of plastic art by Mrs. 
Borya Iraqi at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre (until March 19). 

■ A French exhfoitkm on fihn directing 
at the Royal Qikmal Centre (until 
March 27) 

PLAY 

‘ Arabic play entitled “The Witness^ at 
7 KW pm. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library — 641520 

British Comal 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre — 637009 

Goethe instate 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Aits Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.WXTA 641793 

Y.WALA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library .. 637111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum : Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 year* old. Also mosaics 
ham M&daba and Jerarii (4tb to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman: Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Junta Arriireotagfcal Muman: Has an 
coQjction of the antiquities of 

Jordan. Jabal Al Oaf a (Otadel Hill). 
Opcnaig bows: 9.00 am.- 5.00 pm. 

■ (Fridays and official bofidays 10.00 a jh. 
4.00 pm.) Closed Tuesdays. 

Junta National GaBery: Contains a col- 
icctk?u of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by con temporary Islamic artists 

from nostof the Musfim countriesand a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luwefbdefa- Opening hours: 10.00 aun, 
1.30 pm. and 3.00 pm. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 
Martyrs 5 Memorial (Military \faseom): 


Collection of nriStaiy m o n o ra brBa dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sjrorts City. Amman. Opening bouts 9 
am.4 pm. Closed Saturdays- Td. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Junta Moaem: 100 to 
ISO year old items such as coatraiies, 
weapons, ma g ical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Cbb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Ion. 130 pm. 

Uoos Bfed^Mu Ch*. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HoteL 730 pm. 
nCaddpMa Rotary CU>. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Dm. 
130 pm. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joreph Qrarch (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 624590. 

CSuni of the Amadattaa (Roman 


Calholc) Jabal Luweibdeh. 637440. 
Oe la Sue Church (Roman Cathofic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Cbsrtfa of the Amandatkn (Greek 
Orthodox JAbdafi. 623541. 

Auggcm Chnreh (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 678906. 
Amenta Catbolc Church Aduafieh. 
771331. 

Araaorin Orthodox Qmh Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

Si. Egtoaka Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Annan Ueraateal Qwcb (hner- 
deaominatiopal): meets as Southern 
Baptist School m Sbneisani. 677534 
E wmgel cal Luthera Church, Jabal 
Amman. 6th Grde, (Rev. N. Sadr), 
TeL 811295. 

Rutaaw Gngregatta dat e maton al. 
Intadenommarional) meets in tiie 
Church of tiie Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman. TeL 606974. 


PRAYER TIMES 


0433 

05:46 

11346 

15:10 

17345 

19*8 


/Sunrise) Duka 

_..... Dfanhr 

I ’Ag 

..... Maghreb 

. . ' Mia 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied t>y Alia inf- 
ormation department at the jueert Atia 
international Airport, id. (081 \l200-\ 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

0630 Cairo (MSI 

0730 London, Lamaca (BA) 

0fc45 Aqaba fRJ> 

0935 Abu Dhabi (‘RJ; 

09*5 Karachi, Dubai (RJ i 

10*0 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

10KB Doha, Bahrain (RJ j 

10:10 Riyadh (RJ) 

10*5 — Dhahran, Kuwait (RJj 

10*5 . Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
12:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(GF) 

13*5 Kuwait (KU) 

lfc50 Lamaca (RJ) 

1730 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

1730 Cairo (RJ) 

18*5 ..... Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:15 Beirut (MEA) 

1830 — Paris, Damascus (AF) 

1930 Tripoli (RJ) 

1?30 Baghdad (1A) 

1935 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

20*5 Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 

0130 Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


0630 

0630 

06*5 ..... 

07:15 

09:10 

1030 ..... 

U30 

11*5 

12*0 ..... 
12:15 ..... 
12:15 

1230 

13*0 .... 
1330 .... 

1330 

15*0 

1930 

19*5 

ao-js ..... 
2030 ... 
2L-I5 
2130 .... 


. Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

— Damascus. Athens (OA) 

Cairo (MS) 

Lamaca London (BA) 

Brusselfc?a^ (RJ; 

— _ Geneva, Madrid (BJ) 

T ravHim (RJ) 

, iiin in fnwluurt [kj 1 

— Vienna. New York (RJ) 

— — Rome (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ ) 

Bahrain (G0 

— Kuwait (KU) 

Kuwait (RJ j 

■ — — . Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 
Jeddah (RJ) 


.... Alai Dhabi, Dubai 

R-i ghHaH i 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Reeular-Bne ships docking at Aqabo 
port: 

— Vishva Prafulla 

— Alcademi Guber 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Td: 
622324-9 ax your service. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depanmem of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair, with northwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds wifi 
be northerly moderate and sea calm. 

Amman — 6/18 

Aqaba 12/26 

Deserts 5/20 

Jordan Valley 12/26 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 24. Humility rea- 
dings: Amman 50 per cent. Aqaba 34 
percent. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Hmrsday rates 
Local seUtbuy rates in fils 

Bahraini dinar 960 968 

Belgian franc 75/ 76.4 

Dutch guilder 136.1/ 138.6 

Egyptian games 200/ 206 

French franc — 1 49.9/ 508 

Iraqi efinar 344/ 352 

Italian ifra 77 (J 23 

Japanese yen (for 100) 195*/ 198 

Kuwaiti efinar 1267/ 1274 

Lebanese bra 14/ 16 

Omani riyal 940/ 950 

Qatari riyal 99/ 101 

Saadi riyal 98/ 101 

Swedish crown 483/ 49 

Swiss franc .... 181.9/ 1853 

Syrian Kra 23/ 25 

uAE tfatan 98 1 100 

UJC Bterfing pound — 511 J/ 5233 

U5. dollar 352 31 356.6 

W. German mark 153.6/ 156* 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govetnorate 891228 

Amman civil defence 198. 199 

GW) Defence Irtsd .. 271293, 273131 

Civil Defence Quweismeh 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade ... 198 

Fmtaid 630341 

Blood bank — 778303. 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters ..... 622090-3 

Police rescue — 192,621111,637777 

Poflce headquarters 639143 

Traffic pofice 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Murikapal wat e r cc m plaina 771125/8 
Queen Afialnr. Airport (08)53330(60 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre ._ 
KhsJidi Maternity, J, Aim 
Akileb Maternity. J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity _ 

Maltnw I Amman 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

Sbmdsaii Hospital 

Lfaiveirity Hospital 

ALMnashcr Hospital 

The Islamic, Abdafi 

ALAhfi. Abdafi J 

Italian, AJ-Muhaueeu ....... 

Ai-Baririr, I. Arixrafieh 

Army, Marks 

Queen Afia Hospital 


813813/32 
■ 644281/6 
Amman 
. 642441/2 

- 642362 
... 636140 
. 664171/4 

- 669131 
845845/65 

667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Hassan Kamal 641851 

Dr. AH Zmaffi 667753 

Hras Pharmacy 661912 

Al Sabm pharmacy 639730 

Sara pharmacy 771130 

Granada pharmacy — «... 622668 

Al JaW pharmacy 624228. 

Rawhi pharmacy 644454 

DaEa pharmacy Z 772220 

TAXIS: 

Al Hamra taxi 661833 

Al Ahh taxi 661127 

B&ssam taxi 811857 

3?^ laxi 623024 

Khaldoun taxi 664888 

Ranmtaxi 625095 

tRBID: 

Dr. Awad Esaiieb \ 272504 

Al Sbamai pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. musa T&ha Odefa 985141 

. Al Jaza'er pharmacy (— 1 

A J Jabal Al Abyadh pharmacy ( — ) 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television — — 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Maristty of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone I n fo rmation ; 12 

Jordan and Middle. East caBs 10 

OverseascaHs ; 17 

Repair service — ; 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper Mower price 
Apple 

ar*: (American) 


Banana (Mdkanmar) ... 
Beetroot ' 


Broad beans 

Cabbage ; ~ 

Carrot (yeflow) 

Carrot (Wads) 

Ctatfiflower^ - - ' 

Caombrr (large) 

.Chamber (amafl) _ 


Afa&ow i 

Marrow i 

• Orion (d 
Orion ft; 


fete 

“ — ?59 ,22 ° Mh^/«ll%nV 

130/ 100 •Okrion (tnvV * 

—...480/400 ‘ 

— 160/100 Onm fSSL 
— law wK : 

120/ 100 ; « EfifiDCSTiflKPfl- 

~ — 140/.100 

t — 130/ 100 PoSofigTSWiT 

sjKa-'iear^ 

280/250 •: Tontip 


sweet). 


wee*)/. 


— . 130/ 100 

^170/130 
.-.lDO/ioo; 
- 120 / 
.-.1707120 
180/ T40 
^.90/50 
-240/180 
ifUfrt '80. 
r_T60ri40- 
_^4407.400 
^140/100 
1J-200/I80 
^80/ 50 

mo / to 

_-100/ 40- 
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Jordan, China sign accord on 
cultural exchange cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) - Joidan and. 
China have signed an executive 
programme to implement a bfl- 
ateral cultural agreement over the 
wramg three years. Under the 
agreement both sides pledge to 
exchange books and othercultural 
publications, to cooperate in oig- 
aaxsmg book and an exhibitions, 
K) exchange expertise and visits by 
specialists employed in cultural 
services and to offer each other 
scholarships for students to study 
in Chinese and Jordanian uni- 
versities. 

'Hre programme calls for enc- 
ouraging the exchange of radio 


FZC delegation 
week-long visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation 
from the Free Zones Corporation 
(FZC) has returned to Amman at 
the end of a week-long visit to 
China and talks on bilateral coo- 
peration in benefiting from free 
zone services. 

The delegation was led by FZC 
Director General Yassin A1 
Kayed who said that the visit pre- 
sented the team with the chance to 
examine China’s experiments in 
free zones corporations and their 
contribution towards bolstering 
the national economy. Talks with 
senior government officials at the 
Chinese Foreign and Economy 
Ministries covered Jordanian- 


and television material such as 
news and other programmes and 
provides for concluding an agr? 
eementbetwecta the national news' 
agencies of both countries. The 
two countries* will also cooperate 
in sports affairs and will exchange 
expertise in carrying out social, 
health and scientific activities and 
in developing local communities. 

The agreement was signed by 
Dr. Ziyad Fariz, secretary general 
of the Ministry of Pl anning, and 
the director general of the cultural 
exchange service in the People's 
Republic of China. 


return from 
to China 

Chinese economic and trade rel- 
ations, Mr. Kayed said. 

He continued that particular 
attention was given to ways of 
promoting the Jordanian Free 
Zones Corporation and means of 
benefiting from China's expertise 
and on exchanging visits of off- 
icials from both sides to discuss 
cooperation. 

China, Mr. Kayed pointed out. 
has three main free industrial 
zones which, he said, are con- 
tributing towards attracting for- 
eign capital to China and con- , 
sequently helping to create jobs 
for more people. 1 





His Majesty King Hussein Thursday confers with 
Mr. Mahmoud A1 Zo'bi, speaker of the Syrian Peo- 
ple's Council at the Royal Court. The King also 


received beads of other Arab parliamentary del- 
egations who took part in a two-day conference of 
the Arab Parliamentary Union (Petra photo). 


Fire aboard Jordanian ferry will not affect 
operations on sea link, Obeid says 


Khatib urges travel agents to 
develop marketing strategies 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment will grant incentives to 
travel and tourist agencies in Jor- 
dan and wfll bolster their end- 
eavours to develop tourism in 
order to support the national eco- 
nomy, Minister of Information. 
Tourism and Antiquities Moh- 
ammad Al Khatib said here Thu- 
rsday. He said that his ministry has 
already embarked on a new pro- 
cedure to market Jordan abroad 
through participating in various 
tourist exhibitions. 

Addressing a general meeting 
of the Jordan Travel Agents Ass- 
ociation (JTAA).the minister said 
the tourism sector plays a vital role 
in Jordan's economic dev- 
elop meat and that the activities of 
travel agents are part of the cul- 
tural, social and political process 
designed to enhance Jordan's 

.Mr. Khatib urged travel agents 
to exert further efforts to .attract 
foreign tour iststo' Jordan and said 
training personnel for marketing 


Jordan a necessity if the process is 
to be a success. The meeting, held 
at the Jerusalem Melia Hotel in 
Amman, discussed a general rep- 
on on JTAA’s activities and its 
financial budget for the coming 
year. 

JTAA ' President Yaser Abul 
Sa’oud spoke at the meeting and 
outlined the association's dev- 
elopment. activities and com- 
mitments. 

The work and responsibility of 
travel agents in Jordan has inc- 
reased lately due to the imp- 
rovement in transport networks, 
inter- Arab cooperation in tourism 
and new techniques in marketing 
tourist attractions internally and 
abroad. Mr. Abul Sa’oud said. . 

After the meeting, the minister 
distributed diplomas to 20 gra- 
duates of the JTAA tourist voc- 
ational training centre. The JTAA 
was established in 1.965 and gro- 
ups'170 travel anrftourist agehcife 
in the Kingdom. - — 


AQABA (Petra) — ■ Minister of 
Transport Farhi Obeid has said 
that cooperation between the Jor- 
dan National Shipping Lines 
Company (JNL) and the Egyptian 
navigation company includes the 
transportation of passengers via 
the sea link between Nuweibe’ in 
Sinai and Aqaba. He also said that 
the fire aboard a Jordanian ferry 
boat, which sustained damages 
last week while about to start a 
voyage from Nuweibe' to Aqaba, 
will not affect the work of this sea 
link . 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, in Aqaba, 
the minister said that the fire 
which engulfed the Jordanian 
ferry will not affect operations on 
the route and he said that the Jor- 
danian government will make ava- 
ilable a modem ferry boat to ope- 
rate on this line. He added that the 
fire did not affect the transport of 
passengers as another ferry. Al 
Mabrouka, replaced the feny 
which was destroyed. 

The JNL, the minister added, is 
now working on a plan to gua- 
rantee the transport of passengers 
via this line by purchasing modem 
ships within a marine agreement 
with the Egyptian side. 

% Handling fees 

The ^minister pointed out that 
the-4\)rts-Gotporatibn boards of 
dfrecforshas decided to redtftS 
the handling fees for goods imp- 


orted via Aqaba port in order to 
enable the corporation to work in 
accordance with commercial and 
competitive basis and to offer inc- 
entives for the transport of goods 
t on the route. The. decision also 
aims to guarantee the continuing 
operation of the Jordan and Arab 
fleets of tracks which transport 
goods via Aqaba port, the minister 
added. He pointed out that the 
transport of goods via the port of 
Aqaba this year is expected to 
reach 16 5 million tonnes com- 
pared to 14.5 million tonnes over 
the past year. 

Referring to port training cen- 1 
ties, the minister pointed out that 
the Ports Corporation board of 
directors has decided to set up a 
regional centre for marine t raining 
at the port of Aqaba and will also 
develop the present local centre to 
make available qualified cadres 
and practical experience in this 


Police, public security units 
hold training exercises 


AMMAN (Petra) — Several pol- 
ice and security units Thursday 
took pan in comprehensive adv- 
anced exercises on different types 
of terrain and at various locations 
watched by Public Security Dir- 
ector (PSD) Lieutenant. General 
Abdul Hadi A.1 lyfcijaji .and jjther 
senipr.]wblicse^ .. 

'’ Addressing die "units 'f^er ,tpe 
training exercises, Lt.-Gen. Maj- 


Ministry takes steps to promote tourism, improve facilities 


By Nidal Zayadin 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It is no surprise to 
those know Jordan that tourism is 
one of the Kingdom's fastest gro- 
% wing industries. Jordan, with its 
historical landmarks and its div- 
ersity of natural beauty is a pot- 
entially major attraction and 
could be of even greater imp- 
ortance to the country by sup- 
porting the national economy and 
. attracting local and foreign cap- 
ital. The tourism sector also con- 
tributes towards social and eco- 
nomic development in Jordan. 

However, tourism is a flu- 
ctuating source of income, dep- 
ending as it. does on the prevailing 
political and economic situation. 
Due to various world economic 
and political factors, the tourism 
sector in Jordan, as in many other 
countries, has been in recession 
since the early eighties. This rec- 
1 esskm has prompted the int- 
ensification of efforts and cam- 
paigns on the pan of the Ministry 
of Tourism in order to reactivate 
marketing strategies especially in 
■ domestic tourism. 

Director of the newly est- 
ablished tourist information sec- 
tion at the Ministry of Tourism. 
Mr. Majed Mahafzah. said that 
the process of activating and pro- 
moting domestic tourism is not the 
sole responsibility of the ministry 
but rather it needs collective effort 
in which all sectors should sho- 
ulder their responsibilities. Mr. 
Mahafzah added that at the top of 
. priorities in marketing tourism is 


the promotion of public awareness 
about the historical, economic and 
cultural importance of the ancient 
sites and landmarks in the cou- 
ntry. 

New plans and projects 

Speaking about the ministry’s 
plans and projects to promote 
domestic tourism. Mr. Mahafeah 
pointed out that the ministry has 
adopted a new five-year dev- 
elopment plan for 1986-1990. He 
said that among the major pro- 
jects included in this plan are: 

— Setting up tourist restbouses 
in Um Qais in Irbid, Tabqat Fahel 
in the Jordan Valley and in Ajloun 
in addition to other sites in order 
to provide services to local visitors 
and foreign tourists. 

— Setting up a hotel for the- 
rapuetical tourism at the east 
beach of the Dead Sea in Al Zarah 
site to utilise the unique cha- 
racteristics of the water there for 
the treatment of skin diseases and 
rheumatism. 

— Providing basic services to al I 
sites, especially desert palaces and 
castles. 

— Setting up an integrated tou- 
rist village in Wadi Rum in the 
south to utilise this area for desert 
sports, mountaineering and sail 
carts. 

— Introducing a horse and car- 
riage service in Petra within the 
few coining months. At present 
tourists visiting the city travel on 
foot or on horseback into the city.' 

He added that the ministry also 


agreed with hotels in Aqaba and 
with transport companies ope- 
rating between Amman and 
Aqaba to grant competitive prices 
to Jordanians wishing to vacation 
in Aqaba. 

Tourist information section 

In line with its measures to enc- 
ourage domestic and international 
tourism, the ministry has recently 
established a section for tourist 
information. Speaking about the 
tasks and activities of this section, 
Mr. Mahafzah said that due to the 
influential role of information at 
home and abroad and due to the 
close relation between tourism 
and information, the ministry dec- 
ided to set up this section. 

This section he continued, will 
work towards crystallising and 
carrying out the ministry's plans 
for marketing tourism and he 
added that the section will und- 
ertake the following activities bes- 
ides other tasks: 

— Helping to implement the 
ministry’s plans for marketing 
tourist attractions inside the cou- 
ntry and abroad. 

— Strengthening the rel- 
ationship between tourism and 
awareness campaigns with the 
mass media and press. 

— Highlighting the historical 
and touristic sites of Jordan. 

— Urging the public to visit the 
various sites in the country and 
curbing as much as possible tou- 
rism to other countries. 

— Organising seminars and lec- 


The south of Jordan has much to attract tourists; the good weather 
and facilities of Aqaba — Photo : Ministry of Tourism 


tures on various topics related to 
tourism to promote domestic tou- 
rism. 


ers and mass media. The trip inc- 
luded tours and visits to Petra, 
Aqaba and Wadi Rum. Mr. Mah- 
The section will also publish Pointed, o ut th at the trip 

advertisements in newspapers. aimc ^ at familiarising the local 
magazines and the media hi »u- pressand mas medta with the his- 
ntries where there is potential to sites _ in the country and 

attract foreign tourists to Jotdan. . the services and facilihesava- 

such as the Gulf states, the wo at, these sites. He also said 



Americas in order to market and 
highlight the Jordan's services and 
facilities. 

A trip for journalists 

Also within the framework of its 
continuing efforts to boost dom- 
estic tourism, the ministry recently 
Oiganised a four-day trip for rep- 
resentatives of the local news pap- 


that it also involved them in the 
national awarhess campaign being 
launched by the ministry to pro- 
mote domestic tourism. He said 
that the activation of domestic 
tourism is a national responsibility 
in which every citizen should take 
part. The ministry will shortly org- 
anise a similar trip for rep- 
resentatives of the foreign press 
and media in Jordan Mr Mah- 
afzah. added. 


APU defines its position 
on Middle East issues 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Fourth Conference of the Arab 
Parliamentary Union (APU) concluded its del- 
iberations on Thursday after defining its position on 
the, Palestine question, the Iran-Iraq war, the Leb- 
anese crisis and inter- Arab relations. 

APU President and Lower The conference expressed its 
House of Parliament Speaker deep appreciation for Iraq's pos- 
Akef Al Fayez said the conference itive response and agreement on 


stressed that die Palestinian pro- 
blem **is the central cause of the 


all United Nations resolutions, the 
Non-Aligned Movement and the 


Arab nation, and . represents the Organisation of' Islamic Con- 
soul of tire Arab -Israeli conflict." ference , and called on Iran to aoc- 
Mr. Fayez said the conference ept these resolutions and the im- 
agined that all Arab resources -emationa] and regional efforts. 

should be put to the service of sol- . . ... 

. Arab- African relations 


idifying Arab rights in Palestine. Arab-African relations 

A resolution by the conference Mj- Fayez pointed out that the 
also called on Arab states to fulfil conference issued other resolution 
their financial commitments m 00 strengthening Arab ties with 
accordance with the Baghdad African nations, and on steps to be 
summit resolutions, to enhance taken to counter the threat of Isr- 
the steadfastness of Palestinians in ^ infiltration in Africa which 
the occupied Arab territories. they said is aimed at weakening 

On the situation in Lebanon. Arab-African relations, 
the conference praised the str- the resolutions of 

uggle of the Lebanese people and previoils APU conferences, this 
the Lebanese resistance m the has decided to est- 

soutfa agamst the Israeli occ- a blish a committee comprising the 
Ration. The conference, Mr. preskiem of conference and 
Fayez said , condemned the Israel i parliamentarians to fol low up 

occupation of Lebanese territory oa ^ implementation of the con- 
and its continued bloody attacks resolutions in coo- 


field. This will be done with the 
help of the United Nations Con- 
ference on Trade and Dev- 
elopment (UNCTAD), Mr. Obeid 
said. 

, 4 Railway developments 

~ The minister went on to review 
activities of the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation (ARC) and said that 
the ARC board of directors, dur- 
ing a meeting held here last Tue- 
sday, discussed all the issues rel- 
ated to improving services cm the 
railway. The board has approved 
the purchase of 90 new wagons -at 
a cost of JD 1,050,000 and also 
agreed to renew 100 kilometres of 
Ime-at a cost of JD 6 million to 
increase -the quantities of goods 
transported via the railway to 
2,700 ,000 tonnes this year, an inc- 
rease of 300.000 tonnes over-last 
year, the minister concluded. 


on its cities and villages. 

The conference called on Arab 


ference's resolutions in coo- 
rdination with Arab governments, 
with the aim of achieving Arab sol- 


' nations to increase then support idarity and joint Arab action 
for Lebanon to enable it confront The committee includes in its 
the Israeli occupation. The res- membership parliamentarians 
olution called on the United Nat- from Kuwait, Tunis, the United 

Arab Emirates and the Yemen 


ions to work seriously towards me /\rao cauram anu tne xcmen 
implementation of Security Cou- Arab Republic. The committee 
ncil resolutions for the unc- will meet soon to discuss its wor- 
ondrtkmal withdrawal of Israeli king plans, 
occupation forces from Lebanon. The closing session of the con- 
Mr. Fayez said the conference ference convened at 10 p.m. 
issued a resolution on the Iran- Wednesday. The session, which 
Iraq war in which it condemned ended at dawn on Thursday, heard 
the latest Iranian assault on Iraqi two reports presented by the pol- 
tenitories and the recent esc- ideal committee and the com- 
alation in the war which is draining mittee on dialogue and par- 
human resources in both cou- liamentaiy affairs., 
n tries. The conference called for A seminar held later Thursday, 
the withdrawal of Iranian forces chaired by deputy Salman Qudah 


from all Iraqi lands. 

The conference called for the 


also discussed ways of achieving a 
united Arab parliament. The sem- 


ali said that the department of 
public security is keen to provide 
the best training for its men to 
ensure stability and security for 
the public and citizens of Jordan. 

The exercises including target 
shooting; jnmping from towers, 
handHn§•^Ind4taty^''i0i^ip^neol| 
ibobilising for asiaiTff 'and other 
duties.’ 


cessation of all hostilities and the inar called on Arab governments 
withdrawal of forces to the int-‘ to encourage scientific research in 
ernationally recognised borders this field. The seminar also urged 
and the establishment of a com- Arah governments to ratify an 
prehensive, just and peaceful set- agreement on establishing an 
dement through direct or indirect Arab court of justice, 
negotiations which guarantee the 

rights of both parties, their nat- Cable of thanks to King 
kmal . sovereignty -and the exc- : . 

hih^e of -prisoners' ofiwar.'iiuaDi^: . .. At-tbo^Conduajon oLtbe con-- 
brtiance witii the ; 1949 Geneva ' ~ 

Convention. 


ference’s deliberations. Mr. Fayez 
sent a cable of thanks to His Maj- 
esty King Hussein on behalf of the 
participants in the two-day con- 
ference. The cable thanked the 
King for supporting the Arab 
meeting and encouraging it. 

They described the" King’s spe- 
ech inaugurating the conference 
as an honest and sincere review cf 
Arab causes on the regional and 
international levels. Mr. Fayez 
told the King in the cable that 
Arab parliamentarians have dec- 
ided to consider hU speech as a 
national document. "The Arah 
parliamentarians believe with you 
that any aggression against an 
Arab state is an aggression on the 
whole Arab nation." the cable 
read. 

Delegations to the congress 
continued to leave on Friday. 
Representatives of parliaments 
and people's councils in iruq. 
Kuwait. Algeria. South Yemen 
nnd Unite'll Arab Emirates 
(UAE) voiced optimism that the 
recommendations adopted during 
the congress would be effectively 
implemented and that inter-Arab 
differences over certain issues 
would be healed. 

In separate statements they 
gave to the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy.Petra. the delegates described 
the adopted recommendations as 
clear and unanimously agreed 
'upon. 

Dr. Sa’ad Hamraoudi. Speaker 
of the Iraqi National Councfl. said 
that the issues dealt with during 
the congress were of “paramount 
importance.'' especially the Pal- 
estinian cause, the lrun-Iraq war 
and the Lebanese civil war. 

Dr. Ahmad Sa'adoun. speaker 
of the Kuwaiti pa rib ment. termed 
the Amman congress as one of the 
most important conferences held 
by tiie APU with regard to the 
diversity of issues. 

Participants in the congress 
spoke frankly about the imp- 
ortance and the role played by the 
APU on the both regional and int- 
ernational scenes. The del- 
iberations also tackled negative 
aspects in the ‘union and all dis- 
putable points were dealt with 
comprehensively and positively. 
Dr. Sa’adoun added. 

Mr. Rabeh Beitat, speaker of 
die Algerian National Council, 
hailed the outcome of the congress 
and- said it.. was up.toArab exp- 
ectations. 



HANBO chief arrives today 


well-preserved and restored Roman mon aments at Jerash (Photo: Ministry of Tourism). 


'Mr. Soo Tai Chung, chairman of 
the board of directors of HANBO 
companies in South Korea will arr- 
ive in AmmanSaturday on a short 
visit to Jordan. 

During his visit, Mr. Chung will 
meet with a number of officials 
and visit the projects being carried' 
out by the company in Jordan, 
such as King Tala! Dam. Wadi Al 
Arab Dam, Yanoouk University 
and some projects for Jordan Val- 
ley Authority. 

Mr. Chung is a leading eco- 
no mist in South Korea and owner 
of die largest consortium of com- 
panies in the field of construction, 
mines, industry and finance. 

Mr. Chung has donated 



SI ,000,000 from his own money 
to wards financing a vpcatmoal tra- 
ining centre in the Jordan Valley. | 


Islamic 

Jihad 

gives 

ultimatum 
to France 

(Continued from page 1) 

and I am very sad about that." he 
said. 

"Soon it wfll be a one year we 
have been separated. I deeply 
wish an end to this trial ... it is abs- 
olutely necessary that the French 
government takes a sympathetic 
interest in our fate and acts as soon 
as possible. 

“It seems to me they (Islamic 
Jihad) want French policy in the 
Middle East to change... my hea- 
lth is good, but I am very dep- 
ressed and very sad,” Mr. Carton 
said. 

Apparently referring to French 
□aval manoeuvres in the Med- 
iterranean, Islamic Jihad said 
“militaiy parades by the French 
government will complicate the 
problem further.” 

The manoeuvres had been pro- 
longed by 48 hours, sources dose 
to die French Defence Ministry 
said Thursday, but there was no 
indication of the exact location of 
the squadron involved. 

A radio station said on Thu- 
rsday the aircraft carrier Foch and 
four warships were off the Leb- 
anese coast. 

Mr. Kauffraann, wearing a lig- 
htweight jacket and open-necked 
shirt, said every minute of cap- 
tivity was a battle waged a gains t 
anguish and despair. 

“What is going on?... I feel aba- 
ndoned... it should be said that it is 
not indignation we need but con- 
crete gestures... all four of us were 
taken to prevent... the French 
beinjE; against the und- 
erprivileged," he said. 

His reference to four hostages 
suggested Mr. Kauffraann was 
either unaware of Mr. Seurat’s 
reported death or that Mr. Seurat 
was alive when the film was made. 

French embassy officials told 
Reuters the body of a French mil- 
itary observer shot dead by a sni- 
per near Beirut’s’ "green line” bat- 
tlefront was due to be flown home 
on Friday. 

Captain Marc Antoine Corvee 
was killed by a single bullet on 
Wednesday at the headquarters of 
the 65-rnan corps in what France 
has described as a “cowardly att- 
ack." 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday’s 

Al Ra’i: APU resolutions 

IN a cable sent to King Hussein at the conclusion of the Arab 
Parliamentary conference in Amm an representatives of the 
Arab nation voiced appreciation for his efforts and sacrifice 
for the Arab nation and his serving of its causes. The con- 
ference's final communique itself expressed the Arab people's 
aspirations and objectives with particular attention to the 
Palestine question and the rights of the Palestinian people. 
The communique condemned the American stand and called 
on Arab countries to honour their financial commitments to 
the Palestinian people. The parliamentarians voiced their 
backing for the Iraqi people in defending their territory and 
protecting the interests of the Arab nation at large. They 
called on all Arabs to mobilise their ranks behind Iraq and 
help its people to defend themselves against Iranian agg- 
ress km . The communique also urged Arab countries to extend 
all possible help to the Lebanese people and help them to 
drive the Israeli invaders out of Lebanese territory. The com- 
munique has thus expressed the feelings not only of the par- 
liamentarians but also the Arab people who they represent. 


Al D ust our: Manifestation of cohesion 

AFTER three days of deliberations, the Arab par- 
liamentarians issued a communique summing up the different 
topics they have been discussing in their meetings in Amman. 
Hie communique was a dear manifestation of the cohesion 
among the Arab people, represented through their par- 
liamentarians at the meeting, and presented another evidence 
of the deep faith in the eventual unity of this nation. As for 
Palestine, the communique expressed the parliamentarians' 
keenness on enlisting all support and backing for the struggle 
of the Palestinian people to regain theifcterritory. and for this 
sake, the communique urged all countries- to honour their 
commitments to this cause. The communique was careful ta 
mention the just struggle of the Iraqi and Lebanese people 
against the Iranians and Israeli invaders and appealed to all 
Arabs to rally behind the Iraqi and Lebanese people to help 
them repel aggression. 

Sawt Al Shaab: National aspirations 

THE contents of the final communique issued by Arab par- 
liamentarians in Amman represent the main prindples on 
which Arab countries' policies are based. Perhaps the most 
important issue discussed at the Arab Parliamentary Union's 
conference in Amman was the Palestine question and die 
delegates reiterated what most Arab countries have been 
calling for. They fully backed the rights of the Palestinian 
people's struggle for regaining their rights and their homeland 
and urged Arab states to bolster the Palestinians’ ste- 
adfastness in the face of continued Israeli aggression and 
occupation and inhuman practices. Iraq, Lebanon were also 
discussed and the communique clearly referred to the just 
struggle of the Iraqi and Lebanese people; urgfed all Arabs to 
support such struggle which is designed to evict invaders har- 
bouring ambitious designs in Arab territory. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra’i: The King’s warning 

KING Hussein made a speech to the Arab Parliamentarians 
who met in Amman over the past three days urging them to 
hold a constructive dialogue and rid the Arab nation from the 
present state of weakness and disunity. He warned the Arabs 
against the dangers looming in the offing, and said that such 
dialogue is essential among the Arab states, and that Jordan 
would be ready to help. Jordan, he said, is extending its 
brotherly band to all Arabs and is ready to start a' dialogue ' 
with all', with the purpose of reaching a formula for joint 
action. The King referred to the trouble spots in south Sudan, 
Iraq and Lebanon and most of all stressed the need for joint 
action vis-a-vis Israel’s challenge and continued occupation of 
Arab land. The King made it clear that no obstacles can stop 
the Arab brothers if they wish to meet frankly and discuss 
their positions and their views. Concerted Arab efforts, he 
said, should override ail other considerations, for the sake of 
serving the higher national interests. 


Sawt Al Shaab: King pinpoints dangers 

WE believe that joint Arab action is the cornerstone in dea- 
lings among Arab countries because without dose solidarity 
and cooperation and agreement among Arab brothers there 
can be no hope for achieving victory on the Zionist enemy. 
King Hussein placed this fact before the Arab par- 
liamentarians who met in Amman over the past three days, 
thus paving the way for the delegates to chart joint action for 
their pation. King Hussein was careful to pinpoint the danger 
which threatens the Arab nation at present and in the future, 
and called on the delegates to do what they can to mobilise 
Arab resources and wealth and build its military forces and a 
strategic balance that would deter the enemy from co mmi tting 
further acts of aggression on the Arab nation. King Hussein 
urged the delegates to help forge a true Arab struggle in tire 
face of die nation's common enemies, and called on the Arabs 
to rally behind Iraq and Lebanon to help them drive out the 
invaders. 


Going for all for contras, 
Reagan risks getting nothing 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan’s apparent disinterest in 
accommodating congressional cri- 
tics of his Nicaragua policy makes 
it increasingly likely his latest aid 
request for the ‘ ‘contra” guerrillas 
will fail completely. 

Many lawmakers and their 
aides say his all-or-nothing line 
may be jeopardising a com- 
promise deal that could be his only 
means erf saving face. 

“I thm lr losing in an all-or not- 
hing vote damages the adm- 
inistration's hopes of getting a' 
later compromise and it weakens 
our position in Central America,” 
said senator James Sasser. Dem- 
ocrat of Tennessee. 

Reagan has mounted an out- 
spoken anti-Co mmunist cam- 
paign to persuade Congress to 
approve $70 million in military aid 
and $30 million in non-Iethal 
for the oontxas, who axe fighting 
Nicaragua’s leftist Sandinista gov- 
ernment. 

He says aiding the guerrillas is 
the' only way to keep Cuba and the 
Soviet Union 6ut of Central Ame- 
rica. 

But his critics say his approach 
is only drawing the United States 
closer to direct involvement in the 
war. 

Congressional leaders have 
predicted the president's pro- 
posed lOO-milfion-dollar package 
will lose when votes are cast next 
week, especially in the 
Democrat-dominated house. 

Reagan has insisted on a str- 
aight yes-or-no vote, with no equ- 
ivocating amendments, on his 
proposal — reflecting his “you're 
either with me or you're against 
me” strategy. 

But a compromise plan could be 
introduced in the Republican- 
controlled senate at the last mom- 
ent to prevent an outright defeat, 
and various alternatives are being 
floated.- 


'BUSINCSS IS BOOMING 1 


CARRYOUT SERVtfE 



One version would have Con- 
gress place mili tary aid to the reb- 
els in a trust account for six 
months while 'negotiations are 
pursued. If talks were to fail, the 
military aid could be released by a 
congressional vote. 

While many lawmaker from 
both parties are eager to forge a 
compromise with the White- 
House, Reagan has resisted. 

“The president is very firm on 
no oompromise,” said presidential 
spokesman Larry Speak es. 


tom t*TT-*rr+-a* 


White House aides have said 
the reason for pressing forward 
with their highly un p opular pro- 
posal is to hold lawmakers acc- 
ou table for what happens in Nic- 
aragua. 

Many Democrats, who form the 
balk cif the opposition on this 
issue, say the Republicans want to 
be able to blame them when Rea- 
gan's policy fails. 

Reagan Has adopted grmfiar tac- 
tics on many major issues, inc- 
luding taxes, the MX midear mis- 


siles and past votes on Nicaragua 
rebel aid. He digs in his heels and 
only moves to accommodate Con- 
gress when his back is against the 
walL 

This time, however, Reagan 
and his top aides have complicated 
the debate by angering many 

lawmakers with charges that those 

who vote against his Nicaragua 
policy or challeige it are un- 
American and aiding Com- 
munists. 

The White House has also pla- 
yed games with tile pTOSpCCt of 
compromise, hinting at, then rej- 
ecting, accommodation. 

Speakes last Tuesday rejected a 
report flat administration officials 
were promoting a compromise 
linking congressional approval 
with pledges of a last-ditch dip- 
lomatic effort. 

Under the {Nan, Reagan would 
send Congress a concessionary let- 
ter in which he would promise not 
' to send military aid for a specified 
period of time — perhaps 65 to 75 
days — while U.S. and Latin 
Ame ri can diplomats tried to open, 
negotiations between the San- 
dmistas and the contras. 

“It sounds to me like a trial bal- 
loon ," said one senior Republican 
aide. 

Sasser, who has tried to push a 
compromise with, the White 
House, called the idea “totally 
unacceptable.” 

In order to win $27 million in 
non-lethal aid for the rebels last 
year. Reagan atthe 1 1th hour sent 
a letter to Congress promising bil- 
ateral negotiations with the San- 
dinistas “but no attempt was 
made... The administration didn't 
live up to the spirit of it,” a Sasser 
aide told Reuters. 

One Republican aide said: 
“The White House has created for 
itself a bit of a mess. They’ve bur- 
ned a lot of bridges. 

“The danger is this political 
game the White House is playing 
could backfire and they could end 
up with no tiling.” 


Extremes of left and right are 
likely losers in French poll 


By Alan PhHps 

Reuter 

PARIS — When the votes are 
counted after' Sunday V general 
election, leaders of parties at' eit- 
her end of France’s political scale 
are likely to find they have lost out 
in a- swing towards the mai- 
nstream. 

Opinion polls say the pro- 
Mbscow Communist Party of 
Georges March ais, once the for- 
emost power on the left but now 
overtaken by the Socialists, is 
heading for a further decline. 

On the for right, forecasts show 
the popularity of the National 
Front, led by former paratroop 
officer Jean-Marie le Pen. has 
peaked after its spectacular bre- 
akthrough in 1984. 

Some predict that March ais 
may face the ignominy of seeing 
his party, which used to draw the 
votes of one in four Frenchmen, 
fall to 10 per cent of the vote, or 
just above the National Front. 

Commentators say the two par- 
ties are victims of a small but sig- 


nificant move in France, tra- 
ditionally split between left and 
right, towards consensus. 

This has been underscored by 
the prospect of Socialist President. 
Francois Mitterrand working with 
aVonservative prime minister if, as 
the polls predict, the opposition 
alliance of the Gaullisf RPR and 
centre-right UDF wins a majority 
in the National Assembly. 

Both Marchais and Je Pen cri- 
ticise such “cohabitation” bet- 
ween a Socialist president and the 
rightist opposition , but polls show 
Frenchmen largely support it. 

Marchais. whose parly joined 
the Socialists in their government 
in 1981 but later left, denounces 
what he sees as an attempt to lump 
the Communists and the right- 
wing together in the political wil- 
derness. 

“It seems there are acceptable 
parties — the Socialists and the 
right — and then there are le Pen 
and the Communists.” be said 
recently.” This is the worst insult' 
that could be made to a Com- 
munist militant.” 


Neither party is going to dis- 
appear, and they will remain 
strong locally, particularly in the 
front's case in areas of high imm- 
igration .where, le Pen’s tough ^ 
anti-immigrant ancTlaw and order 
stance finds supporters. 

The front will have its first dep- 
uties elected to the National Ass- 
embly, but polls give it only from 
six to eight per cent of the vote, 
sharply down on the 11 percent it 
polled in the 1984 European Par- 
liament elections. 

For the Co; ununists, the sit- 
uation looks more serious, with 
'the party’s support retreating to its 
traditional strongholds in heavy 
industries and in the “red belt” of 
working class Paris suburbs. 

Though Marchais and le Pen are 
sworn foes, commentators see 
several similarities between them. 

Both are powerful speakers and 
like to come outfighting when cri- 
ticised. Both face dissent within 
their own ranks over their per- 
sonal style of leadership. 

Marchais, a 65-year-old former, 
metal worker, has kept an agg- 


ressively proletarian image, end- 
earing him to the party’s hard core 
but alienating younger voters. 

During more than a _ decade and 
R^totlf as party leader, he has lost to 
rramT s'- Socialists in the str- 
uggle for the leftist vote. Many of 
the intellectuals who gave the 
party panache have drifted away 
or been expelled for speaking out 
of turn. 

One of the dissidents remaining 
in the party, former spokesman 
Pierre Juquin, is calling for a mod- 
ernisation of the party after the 
elections just as Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev has shaken op 
the Kremlin. 

In the case of le Pen. the dissent 
comes from his estranged wife 
Pierrette, a member of the rival 
National Opposition Front made 
up of disaffected former followers 
of her husband. 

Le Pen, who spent more than 20 
years on the fringes of political life 
before returning in a blaze of pub- 
licity after toe Socialists took 
power, finds he is a victim of his 
own success. 


The diplomatic battle for winning Africa 


By David Crary 

Che Associated Press 

NAIROBI. Kenya, — With tac- 
tics that sometimes mirror each 
other. Israel and its Arab rivals are 
waging a bitter duel for diplomatic 
superiorityinsub-Saharan Africa. 

Each side boasts of deep bonds 
with black Africans. Each offers 
the promise of material benefits. 
Each tries to foster mistrust of toe 
other. 

Israelis play upon African fears 
of terrorism and Islamic exp- 
ansionism. Arabs depict Israel as 
an ally of South Africa and a tool 
of Western powers. 

For now, toe Arabs have a sub- 
stantial edge, since most African 
countries broke ties with Israel fol- 
lowing toe 1973 Arab-Israeli war. 

But Israel is frying to turn the 
tide. In February, toe Ivory Coast 
became toe third African country 
to resume diplomatic relations 
with Israel, following Zaire and 
Liberia. 

Three other countries — Swa- 
ziland. Malawi and Lesotho — 
never broke ties, and there has 
been speculation in Israel that 
Cameroon, Togo or possibly a 
group of West African nations 
might soon restore relations. 

Israelis conduct development 
work, mili (ary training or business 
in 20 African countries, including 
several with no overt interest in 
resuming formdl ties. 

Kenya, which follows a gen- 
erally pro- Western foreign policy 
but hews to Organisation of Afr- 
ican Unity positions supporting 
Palestinian self-determination, 
exemplifies this phenomenon. 

Short of restoring diplomatic 
relations with Israel, it allows vir- 


tually every type of commercial 
and’ cultural contact. 

Israeli architects and con- 
struction firms have produced 
several of Nairobi’s major bui- 
ldings and annual two-way trade 
exceeds $10 million. Israel's El Al 
airline has weekly flights to and 
from Nairobi, and an Israeli int- 
• erest section operates atthe Dan- 
ish embassy. 

There is even a “Shalom Club” 
of Kenyans wbo have studied in. 
Israel. 

Elsewhere in Africa, contacts 
often are minimal and discreet. 
Some governments bar entry by 
Israeli passport holders. 

But one Israeli development’ 
expert who has worked ext- 
ensively in east and west Africa 
said it was inevitable that many 
African countries would soon res- 
tore relations with Israel. 

“It is a process which is in mot- 
ion,” said the Israeli, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. “No 
Arab pressure, no OAU pressure, 
no Soviet-bloc pressure can stop 
it." 

The Palestine Liberation Org-.’ 
anisation's envoy to Kenya, Kha- 
ireddin Abdul Rahman, dis- 
agreed. “This bright picture that 
Israel is painting does not exist,”, 
he said in an interview. 

He belittled Israel's gains in 
Zaire and Liberia, saying those 
countries were not well respected 
within Africa. And he contended 
the Ivory Coast restored ties with 
Israel because of high-level bus- 
iness connections, not public con- 
sensus. 

Abdul Rahman said toe United 
States is pressuring African lea- 
ders to reconcile wife Israel, “but 


it is not for Washington to decide. 
African countries have grown up 
and can decide for themselves." 

In most of Africa, toe PLO enj- 
oys full diplomatic privileges, wife, 
its representatives treated as amb- 
assadors. In Zimbabwe, for exa- 
mple, PLO envqy Ali Haiimeh is 
regularly quoted in newspapers 
and interviewed on national tel- 
evision. 

' Most African leaders give 
strong verbal support to the PLO.- 
But one Israeli who has dealt wife 
some of them said many distrust 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
and worry feat terrorism could 
reach their countries. 

To illustrate his contention that 
fee spectre of terrorism extends 
deep Into Africa, the Israeli cited a 
recent Kenyan newspaper report 
that a caller claiming to represent 
a “Palestinian liberation mov- 
ement” made two telephoned 
bomb threats directed at Nabob? s 
airport and a hotel. 

However, Abdul Rahman cla- 
imed the threats were a ruse, “an 
Israeli attempt to play a dirty 
game.” 

Last year, an Israeli foreign 
ministry official. Avi Primor, said 
one African leader bad been thr- 
.eatened wife assassination if he 
restored ties wife Israel, and oth- 
ers were warned of Arab eco- 
nomic reprisals.' 

Israeli officials also say the 
Arabs failed to provide all fee fin- 
ancial aid which African countries 
expected as a result of ostracising' 
IsraeL 

, There are conflicting ass- 
essments of Arab aid to black Afr- 
ica, which the Arab League cal- 
culates at S9A billion from 1973 
through 1984. 


Arab oil producers give Africa a 
larger share of their gross national 
product than do Western cou- 
ntries, but fee aid hasn't offset 
African oil import bills. 

Mobamed Sharif Mohamud, 
the Arab League's ambassador in 
Kenya, said Arhb countries pro- 
vide the aid in a spirit of solidarity, 
not as a reward for specific pol- 
itical positions. 

However, Arab aid to Zaire and 
Liberia was suspended after they 
restored relations wife Israel. 

Israel, bom only a decade bef- 
ore Africa’s independence era 
began, is admired for its military 
prowess, “anti-terrorism” exp- 
ertise and skill at producing food 
under conditions as inhospitable 
as those in Africa. 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir last month said Israel's 1985 
exports to black Africa totaled 
$100 million and Israeli com- 
panies. engaged in projects worth 
5500 million. 

Id mid-February, David. Kim- 
che. director-general of Israel's 
foreign ministry, visited Afrka to 
discuss business deals, especially 
in Nigeria. Three weeks earlier. 
Nigeria's Anglican leader. Bishop 
J.A. AdctOaye, urged resumed 
relations wife Israel. 

Abdul Rah nan, on fee other 
hand, said Africa and the Arab 
World have special bonds because 
both were dominated and divided 
by European powers. 

And Israel admits that a per- 
ception of Israeli-South African 
cooperation aggravates its est- 
rangement in Africa. Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres pledged 
last year to intensify pressure on 
South Africa to dismantle apa- 
rtheid. 


Singapore’s quiet 
revolution 

After 20 years of expansion, Singapore's economy needs to take a new 
direction, a report to the government says. Steven Butler, recently in 
the island, describes how this recommended “quite revolution may 
affect tiie economic thinkmg of Lee Kuan Yew, prime minister . 


SINGAPORE is faring a quiet 
revolution. It has come in the dis- 
guise of a pedantic, 383-page rep- 
ort to fee government that offers, 
for Singapore, some startling adv- 
ice — mat government dominance 
of fee . economy needs to be red- 
uced, and that private business 
needs to be unleashed and spurred 
along. 

The report, published in Feb- 
ruary, launched a hard-hitting att- 
ack rat .fee economic orthodoxy 
which has become a trademark of 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, fee Prime 
Minister of Singapore, who has 
towered over this tiny tropical isl- 
and state for its entire 26 years of 
independence. 

Under Mr. Lee’s firm lea- 
dership, the economy expanded 
by an average of 9 per cent ann- 
ually for 20 years prior to 1984, 
earning Singapore an int- 
ernational fame which vastly out- 
stripped its role in fee world eco- 
nomy. 

Yet last year, Singapore’s great 
momentum of growth suddenly 
and unexpectedly expired. The 
economy shrank by 1.7 per cent, 
90,000 jobs vanished, and the pro- 
fits of foreign manufacturing 
firms, whose investments are vital 
for Singapore, plunged by 70 per 
cent. 

The report concludes that Mr. 
Lee’s favourite chestnuts — fee 
high wage policy, high forced sav- 
ings, grand government inv- 
estments in industry, and lavish 
public construction projects — 
helped plunge Singapore into 
deep recession. And it rec- 
ommends radical changes which 
will undo much of Mr. Lee’s work 
and thereby set free fee private 
sector. 

The report is a watershed for 
Singapore because its assault on 
orthodoxy could, after a fashion, 
become policy. 

On the other hand, there is con- 


42 per cent rate of savings, the 
highest m fee world. The gov- 
ernment forced employers and 
employees each to contribute 25 
per cent of wages to a government 
pension sche me, fe e central pro- 
video t fund (CPF). 

The government’s near- 
monopoly over savings made ple- 
nty of money available for pro- 
perty develop moit, an ingenious 
aspect of the CPF plan which has 
turned Singap ore into a model 
city. But the GET starved fee pri- 
vate sector of capital. While con- 
struction spending grew by 24 per 
cent annually between 1981 and 
1984, spending on machinery and 
other manufacturing equipment 
grew by just 3 per cent. 

This intricate and interlocking 
web ctf bad news has forced Sin- 
gapore’s Economic Committee to 
recommend radical changes in 
policy. 

The committee has bitten fee 
hardest nut first wife a painful and 
controversial proposal to cut the 
employer's contribution to the 
CPF tty 15 per cent, a move the 
committee expects will cut wage 
costs by 12 per cent. 

The cut will take a slice out of 
every Singaporean’s pension and 
will caus e immediate difficulties 
for many who use the pension to 
mak e instalment payments for _ 
housing. •* 

If implemented, the CPF plan 
would represent a startling pol- 
itical reversal for Singapore. Only 
last August, after fee economy 
had begun its slide, the Prime Min- 
ister said the CPF was the “last 
item" to touch. 

The committee also calls for 
sharp cuts in corporate taxes, a 
wage freeze for two years and a 
plethora of detailed policy cha- 
nges which touch on almost every 
aspect of fee economy . 

Even if the committee’s rec- 
ommendations are fully acted 



siderable scepticism in the bus- 
iness community as to whether the 
reforms can be pushed through by 
fee government and if they are 
whether they will not be reversed 
in two to three years. The report’s 
call for a cut m corporate taxes 
from 40 percent to 30 per cent, for 
example, has already been pared 
to 33 percentby the deputy Prime 
Minister, Mr. Gob Chok Tong. 

The report's other significance 
is that it marks the finnlaunching 
of a new generation of political 
leadership which has risen to pro- 
minence by reaching out to fee 
public to build consensus, instead 
of preaching from on high about 
what is best for fee nation. 

Brigadier General Lee Hsien 
Loong, fee 34-year-old son of the 
Prime Minister, chaired the eco- 
nomic committee which drafted 
fee report. His appearance in the 
autumn of 1984 as a candidate for 
parliament raised many eyebrows. 
Nepotism is an ancient Chinese 
custom, and the younger Lee had 
yet to prove himself. 

Now, riding high in fee well- 
pablicised role of Committee Cha- 
irman , he has emerged as a man of 
political substance — fee very 
man, and perhaps fee only man, 
who can gracefully overturn his 
father’s proud legacy of powerful 
government domination over toe 
economy. 

The fall of Songapore’s eco- 
nomy has been hard and fast 
Exports zoomed ahead during the 
1970s, sparred along by large 
government investments in sm- 

Butboth of these industrfestuf- 
ned sour, wife oil exports falling 
sharply from 1982. 

Singapore then found its eco- 
nomy squeezed from another dir- 
ection — the government’s 
much-vaunted hi gh wage policy. 

This- policy turned into a time 
bomb which has already exploded. 
From 1979 to 1981, increases in 
labour costs exceeded increases in. 
productivity by 3 percentage poi- 
nts per annum a gap whim wid- 
ened to 9 percentage points after 
1982 and resulted in a 40 percent 
increase in unit labour costs in just 
six years. 

Smgapore had priced itself out 
of fee. international market The 
effects of these trends remained . 
hidden until a massive boom in 
domestic construction finally era-, 
shed last year. 

The contraction of fee economy 
has highlighted yet another severe 
distortion caused tty government 
policy — Skigaporc’s incredible-- 


upon — and that is a big if — fee 
road to recovery wDl be Jong and 
drawn out. The committee says 
that fee CPF and tax cuts should 
restore growth to fee economy 
after 18 months, and in fee mea- 
ntime that Singaporeans should 
brace themselves for a drop in liv- 
ing standards. 

In the long run, it suggests Sin- 
gapore must expand its role as a 
service centre for the south-east 
Asian region. That obviously will 
have to wait until raw material pri- 
ces pick up again and growth ret- 
urns to neighbouring countries. 

The report has highlighted once 
again Singapore's remarkable 
dependence on the outside world, 
and fee fragility of its success. 
FuIIytwo-ihiitisof total demand is 
generated externally, far higher 
than even Hong Kong, where ext- 
ernal demand reaches 48 per cent. 

The breadth of toe committee's 
report is indeed remarkable. But 
already signs have sprouted up 
that a long political battle lies 
ahead. The work of the young 
committee chairman. General 
Lee, who has been promoted to be 
acting Minister of Trade and Ind- 
ustry, may thus have just begun, 
and his political future could hinge 
on how well both the report and 
the economy fare. 

It would be unnatural if the ent- 
ire second generation of political 
leaders in Smgapore, who rose to 
prominence in fee 1970s and are 
now cabinet ministers, did not 
watch the rise of the Prime Min- 
ister’s son wife apprehension. 

The Prime Minister himself has 
evidently warmed to his son's veiy 
effective leadership of the eco- 
nomic committee, an achievement 
which many participants praised. 
Not an economist himself, Gen 
Lee did his homework. He gra- 
sped fee discussion and led toe 
.committee to a consensus. 

Almost imperceptibly the long 
shadow of Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew may have begun to 
shorten- T he initiative for solving 
the island-state’s economic pro- 
blems has passed from his hand, 
even if final authority over it rem- 
ains . firmly in grasp. The Prime 
Minktersays he will retire in a few 
years, al t hough he is likely to ret- 
ain considerable authority. 

Speculation feat bis son may 
succeed him may prove pre- 
mature, at lost in the near term. 
Yet fee transition to a government 
feat reaches oat to fee public to 
bn ild consensus before acting 
appears irreversible. 

— Financial Times news feature. 
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Democracy in Jordan: Form and Content 



Talking 

straight 

Marwan 

Muasher 


DfcMUCKAC Y in Jordan can 
rifihtly be argued to be a sub- 
ject that has been raJked alhiuf 
fc'*o much or 100 little. To inv- 
oke it atr.tbi seem to me 
another academic exercise. 

. except for the renewed if mil 
con tinned. interest it received 
lately. 

Indeed, several events have 
recently taken place in town, 
all vtnrfum- tied *u the subject 
of democracy. Suddenly, the 
limdighl was focuvec on a new 
electoral law. suppt.A(»]|y ens- 
uring better represents tie in for 
citizens, only to be shelved 
almost with the amc speeJ 
wfch which it wav introduced. 

Several lectures on dem- 
ocracy were recently given by 
prominent figures, even if Jury 
did not receive proper att- 
ention. Arab purtiamttitarLin^ 
were ahu meeting in town lose 
week. .And. in what must be 
seen as a positive development 
in information policy that one 
hopes is not an isolated inc- 


ident . the Jordanian media, 
including TV. published the 
full text t>f a statement by the 
PLO that did not exactly coi- 
ncide with official Jordanian 
policy. 

Amidst all these recent dev- 
elopments. it is not peculiar for 
Jordanians to wonder about 
the status of democracy here, 
and to offer visions as to where 
if is heading or how it should be 
developed. 

It is imperative when one 
talks about democracy in Jor- 
dan in distinguish between 
form and content. Most public 
speakers talking about the 
ivnuc have over emphasised the 
former at the expense of the 
latter. It is also necessary .given 
this intended or acckJental con- 
fusion. to deal with mure spe- 
cific issues rather than to keep 
at the level of some fuzzy gen- 
eralities. One. in short, wants 
to shift the emphasis from the 
easy confines uf theorizing to 
the practical ho rid of reality. 


It is easy, thus, fur some 
people to dismiss the whole 
debate by claiming ue have a 
high level of democracy here. 
Whdt they would tv talking 
about is form. 

Let us examine, if you will, 
the form uf democracy in Jor- 
dan. We have a constitution 
defining the rigbtsanJ duties of 
citizens and the government. 
Among the rights it guarantees 
arc freedom of speech and 
formation of political parties. 
The press is not subject to cen- 
sorship except in defined cases. 
There is an elected parliament, 
to which the government ans- 
wers. Parliament piisses or rej- 
ects laws, and can withhold 
confidence from the gov- 
ernment. 

Indeed, reading the con- 
stitution alone can make an 
effective argument for dem- 
ocracy in Jordan. Unf- 
ortunately. that is as far as 
many people have gone. To go 
further and exploit die rea- 


generation of battery-run cars 
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. Bjy Dieter Tasch 

WHISPERING cars rue on their 
way: can that exhaust -free and 
not just pollution -controlled. 
Three thousand battery-powered 
Volkswagen Golfs will soon be 
test-driven in Berlin. 

If the trials are successful we 
will be well on the way to a fully- 
fledged car at die lower middle 
end of the market that is more 
deserving _ of the seal of env- 
nonmentitf quality than any of die 
models now marketed as low- 
pollutioa. 

The Berlin trials arc intended nr 
gain experience in ordinary. every 
v day city motoring. 

The cars, marketed outsuie 
Germany as VW Rtibbhs, will be 
assembly fine models initially built 
with a combustion engine. They 
will be converted lo battery power 
in Berlin. 

Volkswagen are in overall cha- 
rge of the scheme, with which 
Brown. Boveri (BBC) and Hagen 
Batteries - are also associated. 
Hagen supplying the conventional 
lead batteries. 

Electric traction is nothing new 
for Volkswagen. There have been 
. . trialsQf battery-powered vans and 
■J Golfs in the past. 

Hie battery-run Golf wasiiob- ; 
bed tfae-Guy-Stiomer, the second ■. 
half irf the name . being a pqeron y 
electricity and the epithet Rbvetr ‘ 
It was a striking name but also 
conceded limits to the car's range. 

Its bonnet boasted the proud 
claim "Pm electric." Volkswagen 
joined forces- with BBC, Auwafter 
and the Gesellschaft fur ele- 
ktrischen Strassenverkehr on the 
project 

The City-Snoracr's range was 
57 km, uc just over 35 miles, which 
is roughly the distance covered by 
commuters in city traffic. 

Its top speed was between 80 
. and 90 kph.or 50-55 mph. Higher 
speeds would use much more 
power. 

A 25-per-oeni- higher speed. 
100 kph. would require 58 per 
cent more energy. With a top 
speed of 80 kph the car ran on a 
mere 11 kilowatts on flat roads. 

Higher power can be generated 
for a moment, say to mount a 
kerb, but radius is' reduced as a 
result. 

Power b generated by a direct 
current- engine and multi-speed 
gearbox with correcting elements 
linking battery, engine and veh- 
icle. . * ' 

The Be rim trials will pave the 
way for the next step in the gra- 
■ dual development of battery- 
powered cars manufactured in 
long runs. They will be powered 
by a new generation of battery . the 




Battery-powered engine unit ready for installation in an assembly-fine Volkswagen Golf (Photo by 
BBCt 


sodium -sulphur battery. 

BBC have been working on this 
new battery for a dozen years. 
They are said to store four times as 
much energy us conventional lead 
batteries. 

Each battery consists of 500 
celts undone problem that needed 
solving was how to insulate them 
when the battery reached running 
temperatures of between 300 and 
350 degrees centigrade. 

At room temperature the bat- 
tery doesn't work, so insulation 
was needed to ensure that the bat- 
tery was not brought to a hall by 
cold. BBC spokesmen have cla- 
imed at a conference in Baden - 
Baden that insulating materials 
have been found to sovle this heat 
problem. 

BBC arc now slowly stepping 
up series production of the new 
battery. Current output is one a 
week. By the end of the decade it 
should be JO .000 a year, later 
100,000 a year. Customers will 
not be limited to the vehicle ind- 
ustry; BBC envisage a wklc range 
of uses. A further advantage of the 
sodium-sulphur battery over the 


conventional kind is that it doesn’t 
discharge power, not even in cold 
weather, and needs no mai- 
ntenance. It has a longer life than 
conventional batteries. It ran be 
recharged 1 .000 times, cor- 
responding to 200.000 kilometres 
of motoring. In long runs tile new 
battery should be cheaper than 
lead batteries, and sodium and 
sulphur, the raw materials needed 
to manufacture it, are available in 
enormous quantity. 

Cars in the V\V Golf or Ope! 
Escort or Kadctt category pow- 
ered by the new battery will be no 
less comfortable than con- 
ventional models, reaching speeds 
of 120-130 kph (70-75 mph) for 
instance. 

Range is to be extended from MO 
to 250 km (60 to 156 miles). Acc- 
eleration to 50 kph (30 mph)from 
a standing start is to be improved 
to seven seconds. 

Practical use of battery- 
powered vehicles will depend on 
infrastructure, particularly the 
availability of charging points. A 
car used as a city runabout can be 
recharged overnight from a con- 




By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Evidence is 
mounting that the Ue detector, 
used widely in the United States to 
detect spies in government and 
dishonest . employees, is highly 
un reliable, according to critics of 
the instrument. 

The polygraph does have many 
defenders. U.S. intelligence off- 
icials insist it is an accurate, ess- 
ential tool in security inv- 
estigations and -thousands of bus- 
inesses use it in job interviews lo 
screen oat drag users or would-be 
thieves, according to recent con- 
gressional testimony. 

But .polygraph foes ranging 
from Secretary of State George 
Shultz to the American Psy- 
chological Association say lie det- 
ector tests can exonerate the gui- 
lty. implicate the innocent and 
raim* angnkK to those wired UptO 
the “flatter machines.'’ 

Newspaper columnist Wflfiam 
Safire, a former Nixon While 
House aide, wrote recently: 
“Americans should not have to 
undergo mental torture to keep . 
their Jobs” 

Safire said President Reagan’s 
endorsement of increa sed lie det- 
ector HSff h* hfe p foritriis trfrtym in 
catch security risks and news lea- 


kers, revealed ‘ the dark side of his 
nature." 

A recent congressional study of 
polygraph results died data sug- 
gesting the machine is no morercl- 
iable than flipping a coin. 

Congress is to vote soon on leg- 
islation that would ban polygraph 
testing of job applicants by private 
businesses. 

Law enforcement officials say 
Ue detectors are not widely used 
outside the United States, Israel 
and Japan. 

Communist bloc defectors say 
the machines are not used at all by 
the Soviet police or KGB int- 
dfigence service. . 

Reagan has sought to expand 
use of polygraph teste within the 
government to root out spies and 
those who teak information to the 
press. He signed an order that 
oould subject 129,000 federal 
workers to random testing. 

After Shultz protested against 
the order last December, the pre- 
sident appeared to pull back, say- 
ing such tests would be used only 
in specific investigations. But he 
said recently that the order calling 
for random tests was stfll in effect. 

Official records show lie- 
detector tests by toe Defence 
Department, the Central Int- 
elfigeace Agency (CIA) and other 
intelligence unm jut^ped from 


about 7.000 in 1973 to 23,000 in 
1982. 

Despite the upswing in pol- 
ygraph use, UJS. intelligence sou- 
. rces told Reuters the machines 
effectiveness at uncovering sea- 
soned spies was dubious. The sou- 
rces said Soviet KGB agents were 
being trained successfully to beat 
the polygraph. 

Larry Wu-Tai Chin, recently 
convicted to spying for China thr- 
oughout his 30-year career at the 
CIA, was selected at random for a 
polygraph test in 1970 and passed, 
VS. officials say. Chin committed 
suicide in jail on February 21 . 

The intelfigeoce sources noted 
the polygraph cannot detect lies as 
such but instead measures phy- 
siological responses . — per- 
spiration, blood pressure, pulse, 
breathmg — that are thought to 
indicate lying. 

By coatroUjag those responses 
— teasing up to answer non- 
t hre a teni ng questions and rel- 
axing for threatening ones — wily 
suspects can fool the machine, the 
sources said. 

Critics say perspiration, blood 
pressure changes and so on can 
indicate nervousness at taking 
toe. . . exam rather than lying. 

A 1983 report by the Office of 
Technology Assessment (OTA), 

. as" investigative arm of Congress, 


licks has not been done, mak- 
ing arguments of theoretical 
relevance only heavily sus- 
ceptible to critic ism. 

For reasons beyond the 
scope of this article, and reg- 
ardless of their validity, dem- 
ocracy in content has not kept 
up to par with its counterpart in 
form. 

Freedom of speech has not 
resulted in an atmosphere 
where citizens can completely 
voice their opinions within the 
limits of the law. While new- 
spapers arc not censored prior 
in publication , few care to pub- 
lish articles that might be seen 
as opposing official policy. TTh: 
recent Pl.O statement was an 
exception, but newspapers 
only published it after it was 
read on TV and distributed by 
Petra, the official news agency. 

Parliament is elected, but 
candidates are not allowed to 
hold public rallies when run- 
ning for office to make their 
views known. Political parties 


have been forbidden for thirty 
years. And, in dozens erf gov- 
ernments formed in Jordan, 
only one was denied a vote of 
confidence in 1963. That pai- 
nts a rather different picture 
from the one inspired by the- 
ory. 

Another problem we seem 
to have with democracy i$ that 
nobody can agree on a def- 
inition for it. It is not unc- 
ommon for many here to claim 
we are a democratic socity. as 
democracy is defined abroad, 
only for the same people to 
assert, whenever convenient, 
that we should not blindly 
"import" democracy. 

Is there, then, a common def- 
inition for democracy, or is 
there a Jordanian democracy, 
an Austrian democracy, or an 
American democracy? 

1 do not propose to enter into 
any philosophical discussions 
of the matter. I resort to simple 
answers, and I can find most of 
them in the constitution. To 


me. one of the important ind- 
icators for democracy is tbe 
free exchange of ideas and the 
free exercise of one's will wit- 
hin the limits erf the law. 

As such, there are some 
manifestations of democracy 
here. Elections of parliament 
and unions are one. Criticisms 
of some actions of the gov- 
ernment by parliament or the 
press is yet another. In all 
cases, however, the line that 
defines the limit for the exe- 
rcise of democracy here needs 
to be redrawn so it offers more 
content than form. 

It is thus that actions such as 
tbe publishing of the PLO sta- 
tement here take additional 
importance. In fact, the act 
here was far more important 
than die contents of the doc- 
ument. which itself did not 
offer any new insights. Hie 
mere sight of a TV announcer, 
reading aloud the document on 
TV was an action that stood 
out, because the incident pro- 


vided an example of dem- 
ocracy in action, regardless of 
where one stood on the issue in 
question. That has not been a 
particularly familiar exp- 
erience, an incident that one 
hopes wjU cease to be the exc- 
eption rather than the rule. 

There is, of couree, an ong- 
oing debate in Jordan over 
whether democracy here is des- 
irable or doi. That is not the 
subject of tbs article. Obv- 
isouly. there arc strong sen- 
timents on both sides of the 

issue. What I object to, how- 
ever. are aiguments claiming a 
level of democracy here not 
actually substantiated . or com- 
ing out with new definitions 
that defy objectivity. 

If someone is against or for 
democracy, there is no reason 
why he she should not voice 
their sentiments clearly. After 
alL in an atmosphere of free 
expression of will, that would 
he the proper thing to do. 


Indians profit from Britain’s neglected offshoots 


hi J bin bus inti tmen n id; at: eye far a bargain have found rich pickings 
artum# Uni! suh\uiuirws of ieadini: British companies, reports John 
kJ&otX. ret. end y in l aLnm. Vw manai’emcn: and more cash have 
worked in aiders. 


ventional power point. There will 
also be u quick recharge taking 
30-60 minutes. 

Batteries coukl also be replaced 
at filling stations.-Ghanging a bat- 
tery could take no longer than fil- 
ling a fuel tank, maybe even less. 

Power utilities are unlikely to 
face a supply bottleneck. The 
battery-powered car will be slow 
to gain popularity, initially pro- 
vkl mg utditieswift an opportunity 
of selling surplus output and the- 
reafter gradually stepping up cap- 
acity. 

Static emission by power sta- 
tions. particulary NOx emwsion. 
will hopefully have been reduced 
substantially by this stage. 

Environmental conservation 
will be the main sales motive for 
battery-powered cars, BBC arc 
convinced. They won’t, in the for- 
eseeable future, be replacing con- 
ventional motor vehicles entirely. 

Bu t there will be more and more 
zones, especially in built-up areas, 
where conventional cars are ban- 
ned and only battery-powered 
cars are allowed to operate — 
Hannoversche Allgemeinc. i 


I INDIAN offshoots of Metal Box 
i and Thom EMI have in the last 
few months become the latest cas- 
ualties of British industrial decline 
in Calcutta, former administrative 
and commercial capital of the Bri- 
tish Indian Empire. 

Along with other companies, 

| including Dunlop India a year ago, 
they have been partially or wholly 
taken over by Indian ent- 
repreneurs who rate them far 
more highly than their British 
owners. 

Urgently- needed finance and 
management talent have been inj- 
ected by the Indian businessmen 
into the neglected companies, 
which are partly suffering from 
managerial failure to cope with 
the bureaucratic and other pro- 
blems of operating in India since 
independence nearly 40 year ago. 

Mr. RP. Goenka observed 
wryly last year, when he took his 
family business into Dunlop just 
before BTR bought the U JC. par- 
ent, that he had a liking for "neg- 
lected British companies.” 

In a similar vein he has recently 
taken control of the Calcutta- 
based Gramophone Company of 
India, 38 per cent-owned by 
Thom EMI, and which had sli- 
pped into accumulated losses of 
Rs85 million to Rs90 million 
(S73 million) on a turnover of Rs 
130 million a year. 

Mr. B.M. Khaitan has just 
moved into Metal Box — 40 per 
cent British-owned — with his 
MacNefl and Magor Company 
wh ich be owns jointly with the Bri- 
tish Magor tea estate family. He 
says: “Many of the British com- 
panies have had professional 
management, but now they need 
the forward thinking and risk- 
taking of an entrepreneur.” 

Calcutta and its surrounding 


state of West Bengal is showing 
some si g ns of emerging from its 
own period of industrial decline 
into a new phase of industrial exp- 
ansion. 

Its acquisitive Marwari caste of 
businessmen ( who originally came 
from the western desert state of 
Rajas tan) are dying to expand 
rapidly by buying run-down Bri- 
tish companies, sometimes att- 
racting sellers by offering sub- 
stantial cash payments which arc 
handed over m the U.K. by par- 
tners there. They hope eventually 
to turn initial stakes which are 
sometimes as low as 10 per cent 
into controlling shareholdings. 

This is coinciding with a general 
expansionary mood in Indian ind- 
ustry, including a stock exchange 
boom, which suggests that the Bri- 
tish companies are reducing their 
presence in India for short-term 
«ish gains just as long-term pro- 
spects are improving. 

The takeover moves have been 
so dramatic that virtually every 
long-established British company 
with a Calcutta base is now ass- 
umed potentially to be up for sale. 

Indian Explosives. 50.8 per 
cent-owned by ICI, had to reject 
persistent approaches late last 
year from Mr. Adiyya Birla, a lea- 
ding member of India's second 
largest family of companies and of 
toe biggest Marwari clan. The tar- 
get company does not have fin- 
ancial or manage rial problems and 
insists it is not up for sale. 

ITC. the tobacco company, 33 
per cent held by BAT Industries, 
has had approaches from three 
business houses, including ano- 
ther branch of toe Birla family. 
Mr. Khaitan is also said to be int- 
erested. 

GKNTs hard-pressed GKW off- 
shoot is the subject of persistent 


takeover rumours and has had 
approaches from the Birla family 
and others. 

Even Chloride. 51 per cent 
British -owned and a contributor 
of about $3 million a year to its 
U X. parent's profits, is thought to 
be a potential candidate, despite 
its long-term potential. 

" We are keeping our eyes and 
ears open but we have not been 
approached by a potential buyer. 
But if the price was right it would 
be unnatural for our owner not to 
look closely at it,” says Mr. Jahar 
Sengupta. * chairman and man- 
aging director, who is a member of 
the parent board in the UJv. 

Allegations are often made — 
and denied by those involved — 
that "black" money hoarded abr- 
oad by Marwari traders is used to 
pay for the acquisitions. Such arr- 
angements have to be made more 
carefully following toe Indian 
government's clamp-down on cor- 
ruption. This has included inv- 
estigations into two Indian bus- 
inessmen, Mr. M.R. Chhabria and 
Mr. Vijay Mallya. in connection 
with the purchase last year of R .G. 
Shaw of the UJC. as an offshore 
ihmik of taking over Shaw Wal- 
lace of Calcutta. 

Righ ts issues are now the fav- 
oured official route, with the Ind- 
ian businessmen involved obt- 
aining an equity stake by picking 
up the British company’s all- 
ocation. This is happening in both 
Metal Box and Gramophone, 
where Mr. Khaitan and Mr. Goe- 
nka have injected urgently- 
needed working capital. They will 
then gain stakes of 10 per cent in 
Metal Box and 15 per cent in 
Gramophone by taking up 
equity-linked debenture issues 
allocated to the British parents. 

Some companies are wary of the 
Marwari families, especially when 
they cry to gain managerial control 
through minority stakes. “They 
are like an octopus — you get one 


tentacle and then another and 
they don't stop till they get all of 
you." say's a senior Indian exe- 
cutive of one multinational. 

The recent sales form toe fourth 
phase of a withdrawal from India 
of the British companies that ori- 
ginally built the country's ind- 
ustrial base. The first came in toe 
late 1940s with independence. 
The second and third included 
many tea companies and occurred 
in the 1960s and 1970s because of 
West Bengal's major labour pro- 
blems and restrictions on foreign 
share ownership imposed in 1973 
under the Foreign Exchange Reg- 
ulation Act. 

. Now toe companies are suf- 
fering from a long-term lack of 
entrepreneurial drive and a lack of 
interest from their British owners, 
which have found India a difficult 
place in which to operate and have 
had more pressing problems to 
tackle at home. 

The inhe ritance of British col- 
onial rule also sometimes makes it 
difficult for British and Indian 
managers to deal in tough fashion 
with each other, and toe Indian 
executives given top posts have 
often seen the remittance of div- 
idends as more important than 
planning expansion. 

Early signs are that it does not 
need much more than renewed 
management confidence and vig- 
our. product and marketing rea- 
ppraisal. and short-term cash sup- 
port to correct the slide. 

Dunlop, which had no cash pro- 
blems and now has had the added 
impetus of a determined new U.K. 
owner in BTR. is believed to have 
boosted its profits from RsI9 mil- 
lion in 1984 to about RslOO mil- 
lion last year, exceeding a 1983 
record of Rs84 million. The new 
Indian families in Metal Box and 
Gramophone also expect a fairly 
rapid turaround, once the years of 
neglect have been halted — Fin- 
ancial Times news feature. 


From poor peoples 9 pockets to the U.S. treasury 


Lie detector deemed shaky defence against spies 


concluded that the polygraph's 
scientific validity could not be est- 
ablished. It cited data showing 
that the machine's accuracy had 
ranged between 50 and 98 per 
cent. 

A Michigan State University ' 
study found the polygraph to be 
accurate 51 percent of the time in 
exonerating innocent suspects —a 
result scarcely better than flipping 
a com. 

According to other studies, 10 
innocent people oould be imp- 
licated for every guBty person ide- 
ntified by polygraph. 

Despite toe scepticism. Defence 
Department and intelligence off- 
icials say the device, invented '80 
yean ago, has helped uncover 
many spies and security violations. 

An FBI spokesman told Ren- 
ters that laboratory tests which 
found the jpotygraphi inaccurate 
were miiili artfcy, because “under 
laboratory conditions, it is dfflfcult 
to simulate the stress of actual 
coadbons.” 

He said studws of critnmal inv- 
estigations showed a polygraph 
accuracy rate of more than 90 per 
cent if toe exams were adm- 
inistered and interpreted cor- 
rectly. 

Another criticism is that pol- 
ygraph tests might be used to inv- 
ade the privacy of workers. . 


By Mike Robinson 

Pic Awmatcd Prevt 

WASHINGTON — Former Phi- 
lippine first lady Imelda Marcos 
presented Nancy Reagan with two 
gowns valued at $10,000 and joi- 
ned her husband in giving a U.S. 
congressman jewelry worth 
$10,420 last fall a report showed 
on March 7. 

President Ronald Reagan also 
received an ivory elephant stu- 
dded with diamonds and other 
gems from Thai Queen Sirkit and 
two bottles of vodka from Soviet 
party chief Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The gifts were detailed in an 
annual report on thousands of dol- 
lars' worth of items lavished on 
United States officials by foreign 
governments in 1985. 


Under U^. law. the items must 
be stored by the U.S. government, 
and they have been. 

Saudi King Fahd presented a 
1 2 .500-doiIar, gold-plated, 
diamond -studded clock to toe 
Reagans as well as apparel and art 
work costing even more. Gor- 
bachev sent 12 jars of caviar along 
with the vodka and other items. 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Director WO Earn J. Casey, not 
required to reveal the sources of 
gifts, reported a French d’Armes 
St. Etienne revolver, a bone- 
band lad, silver-sheathed sword 
and assorted African and Chinese 
art objects. Gifts to other Cl A off- 
icials — some not obliged to give 
even their own names — included 
a Lugar pistol and a "Mid eastern 
sultan's dagger.” 

Most gifts will be displayed in 


museums or be stored in gov- 
ernment warehouses. Under the 
government ethics law. officials 
may not accept gifts worth more 
than $165 from foreign gov- 
ernments. except on behalf of the 
UjS. government. 

Eye-catching items are som- 
etimes deared for display in the 
recipient’s office but must remain 
behind when he or she leaves the 
job. 

The White House report said 
that on Oct. 21 . Mrs. Reagan rec- 
eived from Mrs. Marcos: "Two 
gowns: one is black velvet and 
floor length with a silver sequined 
and rhinestone phoenix bird des- 
ign; the other is red sQk strapless 
gown with a rhinestone butterfly 
design at top and a matching jac- 
ket with same designed repeated 
at top. Both unsized and sewn by 


J. Moreno. Manila." 

Elaine Crispen. Mrs. Reagan's 
press secretary, said they were 
given to the first lady by Mrs. Mar- 
cos in New York at a conference 
held in conjunction with the 40to 
anniversary of the United Nat- 
ions. 

U.S. representative Jack Kemp 
reported that in September he 
received from then-President 
Ferdinand Marcos and Mrs. Mar- 
cos: "Earrings, rings, cufflinks, 
studs, broach and necklaces." The 
jewelry, valued at $10,420. has 
been sent to the house clerk's off- 
ice. the report said. 

John Buckley. Kemp's press 
secretary, said the gifts were pre- 
sented to the congressman and his 
wife. Joanne. in Manila while they 
were on a privately financed fact- 
finding lour of Asia. 


FREE PURCHASING DAY 
A CHANCE FOR EVERYBODY 
AT 

ALWAHA STORES 

MARCH 15 - APRIL 15, 1986 ' 

Upon purchasing from ALWAHA STORES you will be given a 
ticket of the FREE PURCHASING DAY 1FPD1 attached to the 
reeiept of purchase. 

At the middle of the month, ALWAHA STORES will announce 
the date of the FPD 

If the date of your ticket matches the same of the FPD you are 
entiteled to moke a free purchase equivalent to the ticket value, 
from the same department, wathm a week of date 

ALWAHA STORES ‘ 



7th- CIRCLE TEL. 810129 

HOUSINA BANK COMPLEX BRANCH TEL 604237 


FREE PARKING 





r 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY MARCHj5 1 i986 


a 


ssieroun stops Algeria 
claim semi-final berth 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (R) — Titleholders Cam- 
erous beat Algeria 3-2 Friday in a three-minute 
goaifesi to gain the last semi-final berth in the Afr- 
ican Nations’ Football Cup. 


The two goals from Mexico 
World Cup finalists Algeria came 
close at either end of the Cam- 
erounian avalanche, giving the 
Alexandria crowd the rare spe- 
ctacle of five goals scored over 
only seven minutes in the second 
half. 

Tne final Group B match means 
Caraeroun will meet Ivory Coast 
here on Monday, while Morocco 
— which defeated Zambia 1-0 
here earlier on Friday — will tra- 
vel to Cairo to play Egypt in the 
semi-finals. 

Algeria's Rabah Nadjerof Por- 
tuguese club Porto, standing close 
:o Cameroon keeper Thomas 
Nkono's left goalpost, opened the 
scoring in the 65th minute, hea- 
ding in a tree kick which crossed 
the goalmouth from out on Alg- 
eria's left wing. 

Four minutes later, Cameroun’s 


top scorer Roger Milla took a long 
pass forward and slipped it sid- 
eways to midfielder Andre Kana 
Biyik. who slammed it over kee- 
per Nacer Eddine Drkf s head to 
equalise in the left-hand comer. 

Seconds after the fresh kick-off. 
Milla fed cleanly to right winger 
Ernest Ebongue. Eboneue cen- 
tred to Kana inside the box, who 
slammed the ball to the left of a 
helpless Drid. 

Milla of French Second Div- 
ision side St. Etienne and now the 
top scorer of the tournament, had 
his own chance a minute later 
when be picked up a long diagonal 
pass from the left wing. 

Without an Algerian defender 
in sight, he shot straight at Drid, 
who let the ball bounce off him as 
he fell to the ground. Milla kicked 
again to take Cameroun 3-1 


ahead. 

Algeria took-a consolation sec- 
ond goal oily 30 seconds later 
when Karim Maroc retrieved a 
ball punched dear by Nkono and 
slammed it bade to the left of the 
distracted keeper. 

Earlier, Morocco d inched its 
passage to die semifinals on the 
strength of Meny Krimau's first- 
half goal against Zambia. 

Krimau. who plays for French 
First Division dub Le Havre, sco- 
red in the 21st minute, tripping 
one of winger Aziz Bouderbala’s 
enticing crosses on his chest and 
making a half-circle to ram the 
bail home from 14 metres out. 

It was Krimau's second goal in 
as many matches. On Tuesday he 
kept Morocco's hopes alive m a 
1-1 tie with Cameroun when he 
headed home in the second half, 
also from a cross fry Bouderbala. 

Egypt and Ivory Coast have alr- 
eady qualified for the semi-finals 
out of the Group A round-robin 
played in Cairo. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Zico should be fit for Mexico 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazil's injured striker Zico will not 
need more surgery on his left knee, the doctor who operated on 
him last year said Thursday. "No one should panic. This new 
injury will not leave Zico ent of the World Cup finals in Mexico." 
Dr. Abrahad Fiszmann sai d at a press conference. He said that 
after submitting Zico to a thorough examination he concluded 
that even though he twisted the same knee in training that had 
been operated on, it was a new injury. Dr. Fizsmann said he was 
confident Zico would return to his daily training within the next 
two weeks and that he was likely to be ready for Brazil's series of 
home warm-up matches before the Mexico finals. 

Borussia’s Uwe Rahn returns to action 

BONN (R) — Midfielder Uwe Rahn, a strong candidate for West 
Germany’s World Cup squad, is set to return to league action 
Saturday after a long injury lay-off. Rahn, 23, plays his first game 
of file year for Borussia Moenchengladbach in Bochum. Ten 
weeks ago he had an operation for an ankl e injury which was at 
first thought to endanger his chances of going to Mexico. 

Manchester United to play Flamengo 

MANCHESTER. England (AP) — Manchester United and Fla- 
mengo , the two best-supported soccer chibs in England and Brazil 
respectively, will clash in a friendly exhibition game at Old Tra- 
fford August 6. officials of the English club announced Friday. 
The match will be part of a European tour being organised by the 
Brazilian team. 


I Brazil’ s stumbling block : defence 


By Pan] Radford 

Reuter 

FRANKFURT, West Germany 
— The Brazilian national soccer 
team, adored around the globe for 
their unrivalled artis try and att- 
ackmg flair, may show a different 
face in this summer's Mexico 
Worfd Cop finals. 

In the first game of their World 
Cup prepara tions-on Wednesday. 
Brazil lost 2-0 to a less naturally- 
gifted West German side. 

The match left trainer Tele San- 
tana reflecting aloud on the oeed 
to curb the players' attacking ins- 
tincts and add some defence steel 
to their make-up. 

'T have too many players of the 
same type." he complained to 
reporters. "They all love to attack, 
no-one likes marking." 

The lesson is one Brazil should 
have learned by bitter experience 
in the 1982 finals in Spain. 

There they won the hearts of 
soccer fans with their exhilirating 
skills only to lose the trophy which 
seemed destined to be theirs by 
defensive lapses in a 3-2 defeat to 
eventual winners Italy. 

Memories of the magnificent 
Brazilian side of Pele. Tostao. | 
Gerson and Rivelino which won j 
the 1970- title in Mexico have ! 



SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 

FLUENT ARABIC & ENGLISH (Written & Spoken! 

C.S p.a. 22,000 tax free + Housing 
Allowance + benefits 

A senior career position is offered by a major Pteasa respond with a 
international company in its Middle East Area resume and photograph to 
office based in Dubai. KMG:ME 

Applicants should be 24-30 years of age with The Senior consultant 

relevant accounting qualifications and 2-5 years P-O.Bo* 3251 Dubai 

experience m a multinational company or lead- Telephone: 226476/285128 
ing audit firm. 

\\h\/T/ A »T/f f*j J**J1 ijijj Oilf* 

XSynveld Main Goerdeler-Middle East 


JORDAN NOORCO ^ 

Travel and Tourism Co. ^NHYT 

We have seen Halley's Comet 

Jordan Noorco invites you again and for our last trip to watch Halley's Comet at 
Wadi Rum with an overnight in Aqaba. Jordanian scientists will accompany the group. 
Date of the trip is 20/3/1986 
Price includes: Transportation, full board service. 

For more information please contact Jordan Noorco Travel and Tourism 
Co. at 6 22974 and 637288. Or visit our company in Jabai Ahwefbdeh. 


; (systems analyst/project manager 

[ j!mr-«ediate opening for experienced systems analyst. Must 
: ibe ac'.e to handle project unsupervised from beginning to 
; jsr.c. Minimum 5 years experience. 

> ’Send resume and other relevant documents, including 


REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS 
SUPERVISORY CONTROL AND DATA 
ACQUISITION SYSTEM 
TENDER No. 26/86 

1. The Water Authority is seeking the services of a 
suitably qualified joint venture of Jordanian and int- 
ernational consulting engineering firms for the pre- 
paration of the final design and the execution of a 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System. 
The Jordanian member and/or members of the joint 
venture shall be registered with the Jordan Eng- 
ineers Association and classified as Grade A in the 
fields of water and sewerage, mechanical eng- 
ineering and electrical engineering or com- 
munications and electronics. The international firm 
or firms shall be experienced in water and sewerage 
works and in the application of telemetry to water 
and wastewater systems. 

2. Interested firms may obtain further information and 
inspect the terms of reference at the office of the 
President, Water Authority, Amman, Tel. 666111, 
Telex 22439 WAJ JO. 

3. A complete set of the terms of reference may be 
purchased by any interested firm on the submission 
of a written application to the above and upon the 
payment of a non-ref undable fee of JD 50. 

4. All proposals must be submitted to the above office 
on or before 1200 hours, Jordan local time, on 13 
May 1986. 

Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 


I jpfrcic, to: 

j j 



P.O. Box 925101 
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Amman, Jordan 
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i Important Notice A 

To all importers and 
traders dealing with Turkish products 

Furniture— T urkish carpets— foodstuff— clot- 
hing— glassware— utencils and any other 
products 


Turkish Products 

t • Exhibition in Irbid s 
Arabian Club Lounge 

very soon 


Please call 
Turkish Products 
Exhibition in 
Housing Bank 
Complex, 2nd floor 
telephone 
668591 ' / 


INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

\ Tender No. 27/86/CS 

1 . The Water Authority invites sealed bids from bidders 
from member countries of the World Bank, Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan (eligible bidders) for the sup- 
ply, installation and maintenance of a computer sys- 
tem (Hardware, Software). 

2. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further inf- 
ormation and inspect the bidding documents at the 
office of the President, Water Authority, Amman, 
Jordan, Tel. 6661 1 1 , Tlx: 22439 WAJ JO. 

3. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of JD 75. 

4. All bids must be delivered to the above office on or 
before 12:00 hours, Jordan local time, on 29 April 
1986. 

Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 


Olivetti 

COMPUTERS 

VACANCY 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE PROFESSIONAL 
NEEDED 

— Fulltime job • 

— Jordanian passport 

— Will be in. charge of software support and customer tra- 
ining 

— Might have to develop software applications 

— Minimum two years experience 

— Preferably university graduate 

GENERAL COMPUTERS CORPORATION, Amman, 
Jordan, Tel: 670966 Tlx: 22206 P.O. Box 910207 


INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Tender No. 25/86 

1 . The Water Authority invites sealed bids from bidders 
from member countries of the World Bank. Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan (eligible bidders) for the sup- 
ply, installation and maintenance of technial ele- 
ctronic office equipment. 

2. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further inf- 
ormation and inspect the bidding documents at the 
Office of the President, Water Authority, Amman, 
Jordan. Tel. 6661 1 1 , Tlx: 22439 WAJ JO. 

3. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of JD 75. 

4. All bids must be delivered to the above office on or 
before 12:00 hours, Jordan local time, on 30 April 
1986. 

Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 


made them once again the World 
Cup favourites. 

Their favourite's role may be 
based more mi sentiment than rea- 
lity for Brazilian soccer is beset by 
internal problems and the team is 
widely thought to be too old. 

After years of plucking natural 
talents off the beaches or out of 
the slams, Brazil is suffering a 
generation gap. There are no obv- 
ious successors to the likes of Soc- 
rates. FaJcao and Zico. who rem- 
ain the stars of the side, but who 
are all the wrong side of 30. 

Santana, vilified after the 1982 
setback but now back in charge 
and bailed as a potential saviour, 
has tried to balance this by thr- 
owing some youngsters in at the 
deep end. 

TTburee made their debuts against 
the West Germans — Muller, 20. 
a goal-scoring deep right-winger. 
Sidney, 22, a left-sided striker and 
left back Dida, 20. 

Santana said he was happy with 
the way all three played, but there 
was no doubt he was most pleased 
with Muiler„ 


Bom Luis Antonio Correia Da 
Costa. Muller. took his nickname 
from former West German striker 
Gerd Mueller. 

Unfortunately, Muller's con- 
tribution was overshadowed in a 
game which deteriorated because 
of die rugged tackling of both - 
sides. 

The West Germans scored after 
80 seconds through Hans-Peter 
Briegel and threatened to overrun 
Brazil, who resorted to methods of 
stopping opponents which one. 
would prefer not to see from pla- 
yers of their classic skills. 

They showed later they do pos- 
sess the traditional Brazilian grace 
and flair though without ever 
combining as, a cohesive unit. . 

Socrates, captain of the 1982 
side and now 32. came with a big 
question mark behind his name. 
The poor form he showed during' 
bis spell in Italy with Fiorentina 
and a long absence through injury 
this season left many doubting 
whether he could reach his peak 
again. 


FOR RENT 

An elegant semi villa located in Jabai Amman. 4th Cir- 
cle, opposite to Brazilian embassy, consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, living room, dining room, big guest room, 3 
bathrooms, nice garden, 800 m 2 , garage, two private 
entrance. 

For more information please contact 641666. 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT — i 

(Furnished or unfurnished) 

Consisting of two bedrooms, dining room, guest room, sitting room. - 
veranda, two bathrooms, large kitchen, separate garden, garage, 
telephone, central heating. 

Location: Western Shmeisam, 800 metres west of Ambassador 
Hotel, Abdul Haleem Nimer Street. Home no. 3306. 

Annual rent (furnished) Jb 3.000; (semi-furnished) JD 2.800; {unf- 
urnished) JD 2,500. 

Pis. call 665711 from 8-11 aum. and from 2:00-5:00 p.m. 


IN AMMAN AND AQABA 


LACOSTE “French T-shirts” 


Available now in ten different colours, long and short 
sleeves, sports shorts, belts from JD 3 - 5 and sport 
jackets JD 10 only. 






The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, 
near Ahilyyah Giris School 

Take away ts available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Dd 638968 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURJSMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Also tafce-away service 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 pm. & 
6:30 pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle . 
opposite to 
Aktiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


( CHEN’S " 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 

„ 6-30 - Midnight - , 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 

. Tel: 03-314415 


CAR FOR SALE 

1983/84 model BMW 520i. 

Fully-equipped, in excellent condition, 

a 1 

DUTY NOT PAID 

Interested buyer only please call Mr. Terry Taylor 
819217 


MAID WANTED 

foreign family seeks live-in or full-time maid. Cooking 
' knowledge is advantage. 

Tel: 662970 


CAR FOR SALE 

1984 model BMW 520i. 

Full-automatic, in excellent condition. 

(DUTY NOT PAID) 

Bluish grey colour. 

Mileage: 56,000 km. 
Interested buyer only, 
please call Tel: 662422 


SPECIAL OFFER "" 

~* a for ren * With P^. 

Special long term rentals with very special prices. 

Amman Rent A Car 

Shmeteani - behind Ata Ali-Jawharat 
Amman Build. - 1st floor, P.O. Box 9488 Tel- 
666327 ’ 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 67700 r.- 

ROCKTIVt 

(Colour) 

fertOmwncm - 3:30. 0130, 8:30:, J030 



Cinema 


Tel: 625155 7“ 7 

• I '.!• 

ROCKY IV 

(Colour) 

Performances: 3:30. S.Uft && 



★ Clue-TSwn** 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 -634149 . 

TWO 

MISSIONARIES 

(Colour) 

Performances. 3.30. 800. 8 30. »0:I5 


Cinema 

RROHRDRN 

. Tel: 622198 

v INQUILAAB 

(Colour) 

1Z00, 3.10. &30.&00 


Cinema. 


MxM,b«MnclAtoa«'a B 

. Tel: 675573- - . - 

ROCK ’n’ rom 
HIGH SCHOOL 


Performances - 330, 6.40, 
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names Conable to head World Bank 




WASliXtfCTOXW -President 
Reagan has named former con- 
gressman, Mi-Barber Cunabic, i o 
head the World Bank. endScg 
months of sp ec ul ation over who 
would succeed outgoing pre- 
sides?^ Mr Tom Gausca . 
MrXonabte,65,aRqjubiicm 

stepped down, last year after ser- 
ving in' the House of Rep* 
rtsentaiiv«afd£ 20 years. Hi&app- 
i omcneat .is Skdy’fo cooc as a 
f considerable suiprse 'to she im- 
cmariooal ecaaoauc cora mmrt y 
Despite a formidable rep- 
- ut3tknr»« Repubgcaa.be w not 
weii-known internationally. 

.. AcamlingtotnKiition.itehfcad 

of the bank is usually named by 
dteLfoited States. white the man- 
■ aging director af the International 
Mbnetaiy Rod (IMF.) is al« 3 ^ a 
European. 

Use Howe prabed Mr. 
Gsosen for icavine behind zn mv- 
titutiwi ready " tt> oopc with the 
channnges to. development in the 

corafcgyear;,” 

Uodtir Mr. Clausen's tenure, 
which ends this June, the bank 
, ‘’bos conducted the most sea- 
rching reform of Its activities in its 
40-ywr history.” the White 
.Hause said. 

But those wonk masked a 
long-held Reagan administration 
desue to replace Mr. Clausen, 
appointed by former president. 
Mr. Jimmy Carter, with someone 
more sympathetic to its aims. 

In toe early years of his five- 


year term-. Mr Clausen fought 
hard for the tank, which promotes 
tag-tena development in the 
Third World. 

But he ran into stiff opposition 
Cram tough Reagan aides like then 
treasury secretary. Mr. Dunakl 
Rcgaa, who qaetittoned poheies 
they thought were too favourable 
to the developing nations. 

When Mr. James Baker became 
treasury secretary, the adra- 
m rotation reversed its policies 
-and acknoufod eed that something 
more had to he done to combat the 
deb tens*,. 

By then, however. Mr. Clausen 
was regarded by the new treasury 
ream as nx» ineffectual to bolster 
-the bank's role in "boring the 
global debt situation. 

Mr. Clemen also suffered from 
unfavourable comparisons with 
former president, Mr. Robert 
McNamara, a dviuimt: ficurc in 
the bank's history who ha died for 
Third World causes with as much 
energy as he devoted to being sec- 
retary of defence during the Vie-, 
burnt war. 

Mr Callable is known 03 be 
dose to Vice President George 
Bush. For years he was a ranking 
member of the powerful House 
Ways and Means Committee 
where "he demonstrated ext- 
ensive knowledge of economic 
and financial mailers. both dom- 
estic and international. 1 ' the 
White House said. 

Mr. Baker, who is likely tn have 


played a key role in selecting the 
new bank president, is another 
Budi confidant. 

A senior White House official 
praised Mr. Conablc's ach- 
ievements. raying, "we have high 
hopes of him. he knows these iss- 
ues coid. He's highly esteemed all 
round." 

The official acknowledged that 
Mr. Conablc's extensive exp- 
erience in Congress played 4 pan 
in his selection. 

In recent months. American 
funding for the multilateral dev- 
elopment banks like the World 
Bank has run into trouble on Cap- 
itol Hill, where pressures to cut 
the budget deficit .ire squeezing 
foreign aid appropriations. 

But Mr. (jonable. whose app- 
ointment came as a surprise to 
most observers of the selection 
process, will face the formidable 
task of streamlining the often cha- 
otic decision-making process of 
the bank and helping it assume a 
more significant role in defusing 
the debt crises. 

Last September. Mr. Baker 
unveiled his plan for dealing with 
debt problems which included a 
beefed up role for the bank. 

"Die institution has been cri- 
ticised for taking a buck seat in the 
debt crisis, leaving much of the 
work to the IMF. 

In recent years the IMF, which 
has forced debtor nations to adopt 
tough austerity measures to res- 
tore economic health, has become 


a local posir of Third World res- 
entment. 

Fund officials complain bitterly 
that file bank, which enjoys a 
much rosier reputation in the dev- 
eloping world, has been reluctant 
10 sacrifice such goodwill by urg- 
ing tough economic reforms on 
the debtor states. 

Mr. Conablc's Republican cre- 
dentials include serving as min- 
ority leader on the tax-writing 
IJkmsc Ways and Means Com- 
mittee and the Joint Economic 
Committee He has also served on 
several presidential commissioas 
and was once a candidate for l' 25. 
trade representative. 

Mr. Conablc's selection for the 

post follow*. unvuccevJul attempts 

by the administration to persuade 
Mr. Paul Volcker. chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board, to take 
the job. 

White House chief of staff. Mr. 
Donald Regan, who often clashed 
publicly with Mr. Volcker. was 
known to be keen to replace him 
in a position regarded as the sec- 
ond most powerful post in the 
United Suites. 

When Mr. Volcker refused, the 
administration turned to labour 
secretary. Mr. Bill Brock, who 
gained international respect as 
U.S. trade representative. 

But Mr. Brock was also rel- 
uctant to accept the post, both for 
family reasons and because it 
would end his career in American 
politics. 


Tokyo stock market roars ahead 
as muscular yen stomps on dollar 


TOKYO (R) — Foreigners scrambled to buy shares 
on the booming Tokyo stock market Friday, driving 
the dollar down further against the muscular Jap- 
anese yen. 


Officials expect significant 
boom in industrial nations 


PARIS (R) ■— Economic pro- 
spects for the twa-commin&i 
industrial world have been sig- 
nificantly boosted by falling oil 
- 4 prices and interest rates, and by 

the decline Of Ute dollar , fi^annal 

officials said here Thursday. 

"Aff three trends are fun- 
damentally beneficial to the world 
economy," British treasury off- 
icial. Mr. Geoffrey LitUer. told’ 
reporters. • 

Mr. Liitler, heading on expert 
working party of the 24-nation 
Organisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and Development 
( OECD), said a two-day meeting 
here focussed oh (he on dock for 
the United States, Japan and West 
Ger many . 

j Webeard an encouragmg acc- 
ount from the U-S. on prospects 
for . tad;ffir^wfhe , fiscal deficits. 

predicted ’ growth^ of^'^omsstic 
demand in the next IS months, be 
said without giving details. 

Japan-- repeated its det- 
crmmatkm to cut its current acc- 
ount balance of payments surplus 
by cxpanr&ig dpmestk: demand 


and encouraging imports, he 
added. 

Mr. L idler declined comment 
an die growth prospects for ind- 
ividual countries, saying much 
would depend on the future level 
of ofl prices. 

But other officials said cal- 
culations put to the meeting by 
West Germany showed its growth 
in domestic demand could be boo- 
sted to five per cent this year com- 
pared with the government's off- 
icial forecast of four per cent. 

On that basis West Germany's 
gross national product could rise 
lour per cent in 19S6. half a per- 
centage point more than the gov- 
ernment's last official forecast. 

OECD officials said studies 
prepared ahead of the meeting 
suggested that the total growth in 
industrial countries could be boo- 
-■stod by about- half -a percentage* 
post this year from the 25 per 
cent average forecast by die org- 
anisation list December. 

That calculation was based on 
an assumed o3 price average- of 
around $20 a barrel. $6 less than 
the price assumed for the Dec- 
ember forecast but still far higher 
than current levels of around §14. 


$r. Barbequefc 
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Jaguar posts record profits 

LONDON (*R) —British luxury carmaker Jaguar, denationalised by 
the Cons erva ti ve gov er nme nt in 1984. said Thursday it had notched 
up record prafitsand sales in its first year as a private company. 
Preliminary figures for 1985 showed a 3? per cent rise in pretax 
profits to £1 21 3 million ($ 1 76.7 million). 

The company attributed the advances to increased sales both in 
Britain and abroad, in particular in Western Europe, and to fav- 
ourable exchange rates on the VS. dollar due to a currency hedging 
programme . Production was also up and efficiency improved, it said. 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R)- 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world cummcies and gold against the dollar at midday cm 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One sterling 

1 .4663*73 

U.S. dollars 

OneLLS.doHar 

13955/60 - • 

Canadian dollars 


23590/2600 

West German marks 


23505/20 

Dutch guilders 


1 .8960/75 

Swiss francs 

... . . . 

4632/27 

Belgian francs 


6.947 5.9550 

French francs 


1538.1 53V 

Italian lire 


176.45/55 

Japanese yen 


73180/2230 

Swedish crowns 


7.1385*1435 

Norwegian crowns 


8-3525/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 348. HA 348.60 

U.S. dollars 




Widespread pay strike 
begins to bite in Finland 

HELSINKI (R) — An indefinite strike by some 24D.OOO Finnish 
workers for more pay and shorter I tours began to bite Friday, but 
union officials expressed hope that further negotiations might end 
the action by the weekend. 

The walkout, which began Thursday, halted all foreign trade wit- 
hin hours and dosed most of the country's viral pulp and paper and 
metal industries. Electricity companies warned that power cuts were 
likely within a few days and domestic flights and ferry freight services 
were affected. 

Stops reported some hoarding of fresh meat and prepared foods 
which might become scarce if the strike went on for more than a 
week. 

Officials of the trade union confederation SAK, who called the 
walkout, said luck of time had contributed to their rejection Thu- 
rsday of a last-minute offer from employers but an agreement rem- 
aned within read). 

The SAK council, the grouping s main decision -making body, is 
due to meet on Saturday to review the situation. A final council 
rejection of any fresh management offer could prolong the strike for 
several weeks, labour relations analysts said. 

Before the strike began, the employer; offered to cut the working 
week frrom 40 to 38 hours and to raise wages by 2.3 per cent this year 
and 23 per cent in 1987. 

SAK wants a 35-hour week by 1 990 and annual rises of 3. 1 per 
cent over the next two years. 

Chevron considers cutting 
workforce, spending 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Chevron, the fifth largest U.S. oil com- 
pany . said Thursday it was considering laying off up to 1 5 per cent of 
its 61 ,000 employees and ordering a spending cuts to compensate for 
falling oil prices. • 

The company issued a statement saying it planned capital and 
^pforatoiy expenditure in 1986 of $3.5 bfllion. 30 per cent less than 
the $5 billion it had anticipated before ofl prices began falling. 

The company has been trying to reduce its debt after a 1984 
merger with Gulf. Chairman George Keller reported in January that 
Chevron had ended 1985 with a debt-to-oquiiy ratio of about 38 per 
cent, down from 51 per cent at the end of 1984. 

In a letter to employees, Mr. Keller said department heads had 
been asked to submit proposals by April 15 on how the company's 
workforce could be cut 10 to 15 per cent. Some 51.000 of the 
employees work in the United States. 


The L.5. currency slumped to 
177 in late foreign exchange tra- 
ding. its lowest since October 
1978 compared with a close of 
1S0.30 Thursday. 

Several dealers reported 2 U.S. 
securities house selling about 51 
• billion For yen by to buy Japanese 
shares. 

The stock market, roaring 
ahead for the 11 th consecutive 
day. closed at a record 14 ,5 lb. 7 7 
points, up nearly 100 from Thu- 
rsday. 

Turnover was a heavy one bil- 
lion shares, brokers said. 

The stock market went up and 
ii i>l L it went down amid reports 
that Prime Minister Ysuhiro Nak- 
jsone called on his cabinet to pro- 
duce a package to stimulate the 
domestic economy. Japan's who- 
lesale prices, moved by the rising 
yen and falling costs of "ofl. showed 
their biggest monthly fall in Feb- 
■ruary. promising lower prices to. 
domestic consumers. 

The dollar finished at 2 Sit’’ 5 
West German marks against 
23857 in New York, after trading 
between 23595 and 2.2830. 

Some brokers said the record 
fall in die wholesale price index 
meant the central bank could 
again cut the discount rate, which 


was lowered to four per cent eff- 
ective Monday, a move which 
could stimulate the domestic eco- 
nomy. Others said they expect no 
new cut until around September. 

The Bank of Japan said prices of 
goods sold by wholesalers dro- 
pped 1 .5 per cent in Februaiy . the 
12th monthly decline in a row. 

Lower wholesale prices, once 
they are reflected into prices con- 
sumers must pay. should also help 
boost the nation’s economic 
growth, economists said. 

Japanese consumer demand is 
important because more than half 
of the nation's economic growth is 
supported by their buying. 

it may take another three to six 
months before the Impact of lower 
wholesale prices takes effect, one 
economist said, adding: "Always 
there is a time lag before people 
realise their purchasing power has- 
increased.'' 

Although Japanese exporters 
have been running into financial 
trouble because of the strong yen. 
many other industries can now 
buy row materials overseas more 
cheaply. 

Profits, especially for ofl ref- 
ineries and electric power com- 
panies. which use heavy amounts 
of imported crude ofl. have surged 


in the last few months. 

The yen's value has gained 
about 30 per cent in the past six 
months while spot ofl prices have 
fallen to below M2 a barrel from 
about $22 early this year. 

Consumers are clamouring for 
prices cuts in petrol and ele- 
ctricity. The government is pre- 
ssing these industries to plough 
their profits back into the business 
or launch other projects to heip 
Japanese companies expand. 

Economists predicted a further 
fall in wholesale prices over the 
next few months. 

U.S. spurns call for all-out 
summit attack on Japan 

Meanwhile. American officials 
Thursday said the United States 
has rejected suggestions it should 
join its European allies in an all- 
out assault on Japan at the May 
economie summit in Tokyo. 

"Using the summit to gang up 
on Japan wouldn't a good- 
idea," one official said. 

The officiate, who declined to be 
identified, said Washington did 
not want to jeopardise the delicate 
work mgs of the summit process by 
using the meeting to launch a . 
combined attack on Tokyo's 
economic policies. 

Leaders of the seven summit 
nations — Britain. Canada, Fra- 
nce. Italy. Japan. West Germany 
and the United States — are due 


to meet in Tokyo in early May. 

Some Japanese officials had 
•cared their country would be par- 
ticularly vulnerable to criticism of 
its huge trade surplus because, as 
host, it would wont to avoid any 
public show of dissent. 

The US. officials said Was- 
hington was perhaps more aware 
than Europe of the role played by 
Japan as a regional power in Asia 
and did not want to undermine its 
defence relationship with Tokyo. 

Earlier, the European Com- 
munity launched sharp attack on 
Japan's trade surplus. It warned 
Tokyo it might lose the trading 
concessions it has obtained under 
GATT, the Geneva-based world 
trade tody. 

Western diplomats said they 
thought President Reagan's adm- 
inistration might want to avoid an 
oven, concerted attack on Japan 
for fear it would only serve to 
stoke the already shone pro- 
tectkmM pressures in the United 
States. 

For the most pan. the adm- 
inistration has successfully res- 
isted those pressures, which arc 
expected to intensify with the app- 
roach of the U.S. congressional 
elections in November.' 

The administration also bel- 
ieves Tokyo has already taken 
dramatic action to reduce its trade 
surplus, including fostering a 
sharp rise in the value of the yen 
on foreign exchange markets. 


Subroto to suggest oil price of $20-25 


JAKARTA (R) —Indonesia, try- 
ing for a compromise between 
hardliners and Gulf states, will 
suggest that members of the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries fOPECj should agree 
on a "fair" price for oil at their 
weekend Geneva meeting. Oil 
Minister Subroto said Thursday. 

Through talks with non-OPEC 
oil producers, they should then 
agree on overall production levels 
whichwouklsupporTthatprice.be 
told reporters after a meeting with 
President Suharto. 

Dr. Subroto said he believed a 
fair price was between $20 and 
$25 a barrel, compared with cur- 
rent spot market prices of under 
$15. 

Nigeria said Wednesday it also 
supported this as a reasonable . 
price. 

" We don’t know yet what level 
the price will be at, but we should 
strive to stabilise prices at around 
$20 to $25 a barrel." Dr. Subroto. 
said. 

He said his proposal rep- 
resented a compromise between 
OPEC hardliners Iran. Libya and 
Algeria who want to slash pro- 
duction drastically and the Gulf 
sta tes supported by Saudi Arabia. 

He said that once a fair price 
level was agreed at Geneva, 
OPEC and non-OPEC producers 
which had agreed to cooperate 
could negotiate on the output 
level for each country to support 
prices in the market. 

Non-OPEC producers Mexico. 
Malaysia. Egypt, Brunei, the Sov- 
iet Union and China have said 
they will help to stabilise world 


prices, he said. Britain and Nor- 
way had not agreed, be added. 

Dr. Subroto said Indonesia had 
formulated a new proposed sol- 
ution becanse two proposals 
which would be diwuwi at the 
ministerial meeting starting on 
Sunday were unlikely to work. 

The first, formulated by the 
haidline group, would increase oil 
prices through a drastic pro- 
duction cutback to 10 million bar- 
rels per day (b.'d) from an OPEC 
average of 1 6 million and possibly 
even suspend exports totally for a 
month, be said. 

But Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states have supported moves 
by OPEC to regain what it terms a 
reasonable share of the world oil 
market by pumping more oil. 

“Both (proposals) seem dif- 
ficult to achieve." Dr. Subroto 
said. "Indonesia's proposed sol- 
ution lies between these two pro- 
posals." 

Iran says temporary halt 
not necessary now 

In Tehran. Ofl Minister Gho- 
lamreza Aqazadeh said Iran does 
not now see the need for a tem- 
porary halt in OPEC oil exports, 
providing members agree to strict 
quotas and price controls. 

“This solution (a halt) will be 
raised in time of crisis. We think it 
might not be necessary to resort to 
such a solution," he said. 

"We think cooperation among 
members will be sufficient,” Mr. 
Aqazadeh told Renters and 
Japan’s Mamichi Shimbun new- 


spaper. 

"But we wfll not accept any 
drop in ofl revenue, even SI. We 
will not accept the fluctuation of 
quotas. We will insist on die sta- 
bilisation of prices and verification 
of quotas," he said. 

In order to try to reverse the 
recent 50 per cent drop in world 
oil prices, Iran. Algeria and Libya 
sent envoys to several ofl states to 
propose a two to four week halt in 
ofl exports, followed by large cut- 
backs in OPEC production quo- 
tas. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said contacts 
with OPEC and non-OPEC pro- 
ducers had been “very positive 
and fruitful" and that both the 
Soviet Union and Oiina also agr- 
eed with Iran's view that ofl prices 
should be supported by a res- 
tricted production. 

"We are not alone. We are now 
a majority." Mr. Aqazadeh said. 

He said he believed that even 
OPEC members Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, who Iran says flooded the 
ofl market as part of a "con- 
spiracy" to lower prices, would see 
it in their interest to join in pro- 
duction controls to stiffen prices 
again. 

“We hope they will realise that 
everything that is against OPECs 
interest will ultimately weaken 
themselves," he said. 

Mr. Aqazadeh. 38. was made oil 
minister in October and has- 
consistendy spoken of the need 
for OPEC unity. 

“What we say is a matter of pri- 
nciple, that members cannot easily 
reject rules. We think the dangers 
of multilateral pricing have been 


realised and control should be int- 
ensified." be said. “OPEC mem- 
bers must show sacrifice and res- 
traint." 

Mr. Aqazadeh said Iran was 
only honouring long-term com- 
mitments in oii sales and that it 
had secured high prices for what it 
sold. 

He declined to give figures, but 
Iran's long-term contract exports 
are believed to be more than one 
million b/d. 

“There is an argument that if oil 
is kept in die wells it will be more 
beneficial than selling it." he said, 
adding: “We see (oil) prices on an 
upward trend." 

Meanwhile, traders in 'Tokyo 
said that the weekend meetings of 
OPEC are widely expected to fiz- 
zle out as no sign has emerged that 
members can stop world oil prices 
falling. 

“The OPEC meeting wfll end 
like a damp squib and we wfll have 
to watch for the psychological eff-. 
ects like a (Mice fell of around 50 
cents," said one refining company 
trader. 

Tokyo traders said OPEC 
members might agree to cut ofl 
production in the hope of raising 
market prices but such measures 
would lack real bite without an 
agreement among large non- 
OPEC producers such as Mexico 
and Britain. 

Ofl traders said they believed 
only a meeting between British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher and Saudi Arabia's Oil Min- 
ister Ahmad Zaki Yaraani could 
trigger a turnaround in the mar- 
ket. 
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LONDON STOCK MARKET 


CONDON (R) — The market dosed higher with light profit- 
taking weir absorbed. Dealers noted selective demand mainly 
centred on leading companies, with trading interest modest ahead 
of the UJC budget on March IS. 

A t 1530 GMT die F.T. 30 index was 8.5 up at 1 359.5 and the 
FTSE 100 6.6 firmer at 1,6233. 

ICI added 6p to 1 .002, Glaxo gained 30p to 1,035, and Fisons 
rose 16p to 527 foflowing recent results. 

Government bonds showed gains ranging to V« point. Oils and 
insurance teokcrseased.butmostotiicrsecton; showed net gains. - 
Banks were higher mainly on brokers' recommendations, dea-. 
lets sakL Natwestadvanced 33p to 817 and Barclays gained ISp 
to 517. Insurances were alro firmer with General Accident 13p up 
at 868j:Whfle brokers Sedgwick group lost I3p w 383 after full- 
year figures on Thursday. 

■ Ofls declined ahead of the OPEC meeting dne this weekend 
andjgeflecting easier crude prices. B.P. was 15p down at 545 and 
Shell 17p ofm 741, while Burtnah put on 7p at 341 on renewed 
' bid siwodatipn, dealers added. 


Horoscope and 
crosswords not received 




‘My boss wants me to read some motivation 
books. Do we have 'The Little Engine 
That Could?' " 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 




HE'S REAU> THE TOP DOS, 
BUT SHE HAS TO 

Tdo the barkin’! 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ALTAR DRAMA CANINE IMPEDE 
Answer Whet getting rid of her maiden name was— 
HER MAIDEN AIM 

















Spain votes to remain in NATO 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY MARCH 15; IMS 


MADRID (R) — The Spanish Socialists’ unexpected 
victory in Wednesday’s referendum on continued 
NATO membership appeared to ensure their re* 
election later this year, as well as providing a major 
triumph for Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 


Mr. Gonzalez, elected in 1982 
on an anti-NATO platform, sta- 
ked his reputation by backing con- 
tinued membership in the face of 
strong domestic opposition. ■ 

The bitterly fought referendum 
kept the country and its NATO 
allies on tenterhooks until the last 
vote was cast. Hie result boosted 
share prices to record highs on the 
Madrid bourse as the business 
community rejoiced. 

NATO allies also haOed the 
vote to stay in the alliaoce as a 
boost for Western democracy, alt- 
hough Moscow said the Spanish 
Socialist bad forced the hands of 
the electorate. 

Mr. Gonzalez bad to fight the 
toughest battle in his political car- 
eer to win the hearts and minds of 
Socialist voters reluctant to emb- 
race the alliance. 

The Socialists were left to def- 
end continued membership on 
their own since the staunchly 
pro-NATO rightist opposition 
boycotted the referendum in an 
attempt to hurt Mr. Gonzalez and 
improve their electoral chances. ' 

A loose coalition of Com- 


munists, Pacifists, Ecologists and 
far-left groups campaigned pas- 
sionately for withdrawal and pol- 
led 39.8 per cent of the vote aga- 
inst a pro-NATO majority of 52 .5 
per cent. 

Anti-NATO leaders rejected, 
Mr. Gonzalez's call for a con-' 
sensus on foreign policy after the 
bruising referendum campaign 
and said they would begin pressing 
for the dis mantlin g of US. mil- 
itary bases here and for the ren- 
unciation of Spain's bilateral def- 
ence treaty with the United States. 

The Spanish Communist Party 
(PCE) leadership was meeting to 
study a new campaign to seek a cut 
in the 12,500 U.S. troops sta- 
tioned at four bases in Spain. 

Diplomatic sources said For- 
eign Minister Francisco Fer- • 
nanJez Ordonez would probably 
discuss a reduction in U.S. troops 
when he travelled to Washington 
in May for talks with Secretary of 
State George Shultz. 

Mr. Gonzalez pledged to seek a 
reduction in troops as part of his 
campaign to keep Sapin in NATO. 
He also promised to keep Spain 


out of NATO’s comlnand str- 
ucture and forbid the installation 
of nuclear weapons on Spanish 
soiL 

NATO Secretary-General Lord 
Carrington said he was delighted 
The decision was one for the Spa- 
nish people alone, “but Z know I 
reflect foe feelings of all other 
members m welcoming foe res- 
ult,” he said in a statement in Bru- 
ssels. 

Another senior official exp-* 
ressed the relief within NATO 
that the result, which overturned 
the predictions of most Spanish 
opinion polls, had averted a major 
political setback for the 16-nation 
alliance. 

“We were very worried. It has 
saved the alliance bom a crisis of 
confidence," said the official, who 
asked not to be identified. 

The United States also greeted 
the result warmly. “In str- 
engthening the security of its 
democratic values Spain has also 
strengthened that of its friends 
and allies, ” State Department 
Spokesman Pete Martinez said. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans- Dietrich Genscher told a 
radio interviewer the outcome of 
the referendum had shown "that 
the Spanish people have a very 
healthy sense of judgment.” 

The British Foreign Office des- 


Kohl hacks closer German ties 


BONN ( R) — Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl Friday issued an appeal for 
improved relations between East 
and West Germany amid growing 
doubts that Communist leader 
Erich Honecker w31 pay a long- 
awaited visit to Bonn this year. 

In his annual report on the 
“state of foe nation in divided 
Germany,” Dr. Kohl said the 
U.S. -Soviet su mmi t in Geneva last 
year bad sent signals for a broader 
dialogue between East and West 
which both German states should 
heed. 

“Both states in Germany have 
the duty to make an active con- 
tribution to East-West relations 
by extending their cooperation." 
Dr. Kohl said. 

He made no direct reference to 
Mr. Honecfcer's visit but said he 
hoped the Geneva meeting bet- 
ween President Reagan and Sov- 
iet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
would have a direct effect on the 
way East- West German relations 
develop. 

However his speech, delivered 


in the Bonn Parliament, coincided 
with a rash of pessimistic reports 
about the prospects for the first 
trip to West Germany by an East 
German leader. 

Newspapers said there were 
growing fears in foe government 
that the Soviet leadership was blo- 
cking Mr. Honecfcer’s travel plans 
and he would be forced to pos- 
tpone the visit. 

East German politburo mem- 
ber Horst Sindermann said after 
talks with Dr. -Kohl last month 
that Mr. Honecker, who has twice 
postponed foe journey since it was 
first planned in 1983, would go 
ahead with it in 1986. 

But leading newspapers, inc- 
luding the weekly Die Zeit and 
daily Die Welt, said there were 
signs Mr. Gorbachev had voiced 
his' opposition at a meeting with 
Mr. Honecker in Moscow two 
weeks ago. 

Official sources said the gov- 
ernment had been discouraged by 
the Moscow meeting, which was 
followed by a communique cri- 


Ecuador declares state of 
emergency after mutiny 


QUITO ( R) — Ecuador has dec- 
lared a state of emergency sus- 
pending most constitutional rights 
to grapple with a mutiny led by a 
rebellious general who seized the 
air force base in the capital. 

President Leon Febres Cordero 
decreed the emergency Thursday 
night because he said extremist 
groups were backing Gen. Frank 
Vargas Pazos who took over the 
base in Quito Thursday. 

The emergency was clamped on’ 
Pich inefaa province which includes 
the capital and the Pacific coast 
province of Manabi.Tbe sweeping 
measures suspends freedom of foe 
press and imposes prior cen- 
sorship on media judged to sub- 
vert the government. 

Mr. Febres Cordero imposed 
foe emergency shortly after radio 
stations broadcast Gen. Vargas' 
call for citizens to go to the base to 
back him in what he called dem- 
ands for justice. 

Gen. Vargas, sacked as armed 
forces chief last week, issued his 
cal! after a throng of about 2,000 


people gathered near the base, 
where he was awaiting trial on ins- 
ubordination charges. 

The national state of emergency 
declared by Mr. Febres Cordero 
was the first imposed since he took 
office in August 1984. 

Under the decree, be declared 
Pkhincha province — including 
the capital and the Pacific coast 
province of Manabi — special sec- 
urity zones, suspending virtually 
all constitutional rights in these 
areas. 

Gen. Vargas’ takeover of the 
base here only 500 metres from 
the international civilian airport 
was the latest twist in a drama 
which begam last Friday when the 
general refused foe president's 
order to step down. 

He launched his mutiny by 
demanding the resignation of 
Defence Minister Luis Pineiros 
and the replacement as armed for- 
ces chief of Manuel Albuja, both 
of who m he accused of bribery and 
misuse of military funds. 
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DOING GYPSY ROSE PROUD 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 75-12 
T 73 

v Q J 1095 
*62 

WEST EAST 

• J 9 • Q 1086 

^ Q J 108 T954 

OK 862 0 73 

♦ J 94 ♦ Q 1087 

SOUTH 

* AK3 
? AK62 
'> A 4 

* AK53 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of V . 

A casual glance at today's 
diagram might make you think that 
there is no entry to the dummy. 
Wrong! There is — if you can enlist 
some aid from tbe enemy. 

The auction was simple enough. 
South had 25 points, a balanced 
hand and all four aces, so he got the 
hand oil his chest with one bid. 
North bad nowhere to go. 

. West led the lop of his heart se- 
quence. and declarer was not enrap- 
tured with the dummy that bit the 
table. He could set up the table's 
diamonds, but there was no entry to 
easfa them barring the unlikely 


possibility of a defender having a 
singleton king of diamonds. 

- Obviously, declarer would have 
to enlist the aid of his opponents. If 
West had started with precisely 
four hearts and four or more 
diamonds, declarer might be able to 
strip him of his exit cards in the 
black suits and make the hand via a 
throw-in. 

The play required considerable 
care. Working on the assumption 
that West had exactly four hearts, 
declarer's first hurdle was to pre- 
vent East from winning the third 
round of the suit. To accomplish 
that, declarer ducked the first 
heart. He won the heart continua- 
tion. and then bad to decide in 
which black suit West was most 
likely to have three cards. Since he 
had fewer dubs than spades in his 
side's combined holding, declarer 
opted to duck a dub. 

West won and persevered with 
hearts, hut declarer was now ready 
to execute his end play. He cashed 
the ace-king in both black suits, 
then took the ace of diamonds and 
continued with a low diamond. West 
could win the king and cash his last 
heart, but then he had to lead a dia- 
mond and present dummy with the 
fulfilling tricks. 



ticking West Germany’s support 
for what was described as a des- 
tructive US. policy towards Eas- 
tern Europe. 

But they said they were still 
awaiting firm indications from 
East Berlin on Mr. Honeckeris 
plans. 

Both German leaders will be in 
Stockholm Saturday for the fun- 
eral of murdered Swe dish Prime 
Minister Olof Palme, but Dr. 
Kohf s Spokesman Friedhehp Ost 
said Friday there were no (dans at 
present for them to meet. 

West European diplomats said 
that if there were no talks between 
them in Sweden it could be an ind- 
ication that Mr. Honecker was in 
difficulty over his Bonn trip and 
wan ted to avoid contact a t the pre- 
sent time. 

Die Welt said Friday that Bonn 
believed Mr. Honecker was fig- 
hting hard to defend his travel 
plans and that if he did make the 
trip to Bonn it would take place in 
July. 


Gl 

br 
cosmic 
blizzard 

DARMSTADT, West Germany 
(R) — The European space probe 
Giotto withstood a cosmic bli- 
zzard Friday to give man his clo- 
sest encounter with Halley’s 
Comet during a mission described 
by scientists as a complete success. 

In a drama befitting the mys- 
terious comet, Giotto was lost 
then found again at the climax ctf 
its journey in deep space. 

Less than an hour after mission 
control in Darmstadt reported all 1 
signals and pictures lost, scientist 
Rudiger Remhard drew cries of 
delight when he announced: 
“We've got the spacecraft bade 
again.” 

He said mission control was 
receiving data for several exp- 
eriments from the space probe. 
“The fly-by of Giotto through the I 
Coma (dust cocoon) of Halley's i 
Comet continues,” he added. 

Dr. Alan Wright, principal res- 
earch scientist at Australia's Par- 
kes Radio Telescope Station, 
which was tracking the probe, 
said: “We think the Giotto mis- 
sion is a complete success.” 

Giotto's camera was apparently 
destroyed or knocked off beam in 
a blizzard of dust as the craft roc- 
keted within 660 kilometres of the 
Comet’s core- 

It was blinded just 120 kil- 
ometres short of its scheduled clo- 
sest pass, with approximately two 
seconds to go before its course sta- 
rted peeling away from the core. 

Giotto mission scientists were 
delighted with the half-tonne spa- 
cecraft’s "excellent” data and pic- 
tures which towards foe end sno- 
wed an irregular mass, described 
variously as a potato, a peanut and 
a banana, with features that image 
analysts said looked like hills and 
craters. 

The core apparently measures 
about 1 1 by 7 kilometres , set like a 
dark, icy, uncut jewel in a shroud 
of dust and vapour which stretches 
in front and behind over a distance 
greater than that between Earth 
and the moon. 

As champagne flowed in foe 
Darmstadt . Science Goitre, Pro- 
ject Manager David Dale ctf Bri- 
tain joked that some ctf his sta- 
ff had long faces “because now 
they've got the signals back they'll 
have to work all night.” 

Dale said Giotto was an unq- 
ualified success. 1 ‘It’s done its job, 
what it was designed to do. We'll 
see tomorrow what shape we’re 
in.” 


cribed the result as one of historic 
importance for the Western 
world. A spokesman §aid he 
could see no link with the Angjo- 
Spanish dispute over the sov- 
ereignty of Gibraltar. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Leo 
Tmdemans said: “Spaniards have 
demonstrated their political mat- 
urity and desire to integrate fully 
in the circle of Western dem- 
ocracies.” 

Danish Defence Minister Hans 
Engell, who paid an official visit to 
Spam last week, said “we rejoice 
with the Sp anish people.” 

Among the first to congratulate 
Mr. Gonzalez was the newly- 
elected president of neighbouring 
Portugal, Mario Soares. He tel- 
ephoned his fellow Socialist, even 
before the final result was in- 

But in Moscow, the official Sov- 
iet News Agency TASS accused 
Mr. Gonzalez’s Socialist Workers’ 
Party of using propaganda to coe- 
rce voters after abandoning the 
anti-NATO stance on which it 
came to power in 1982. 

“The Socialist cabinet mounted 
a powerful propaganda campaign 
before the voters undo 1 the slogan ! 
“vote yes in the interests of 1 
Spain,” m aintaining that quitting ! 
NATO would supposedly lead to I 
the isolation of Spain,” TASS 


Queen 
returns 
to London 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth rettumed from an Aus- 
tralasian tour Friday to media spe- 
culation drat she will be asked to 
announce the engagement of her 
second son. Prince Andrew. 

The Daily Express newspaper 
said she would hold a “summit” 
meeting at Windsor Castle this 
weekend with Prince Andrew and 
Sarah Ferguson to discuss their 
reputed romance. 

The queen and her husband, 
Prince Philip, returned Friday 
from a 26-day tour of Nepal. Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

The Express said foe young 
couple considered themselves 
engaged but the queen was rec- 
ommending a ''cooling off ’period 
while they made sure they wished 
to many. 

”It is their future happiness she 
is worried about,” the paper quo- 
ted a member of the royal hou- 
sehold as saying. 

Buckingham Palace said: "We 
have absolutely no comment” 

Queen Elizabeth flew home 
after her tour of Australia and 
New Zealand marked by flying 
eggs, an attempted hosing down, 
and bare breasts and buttocks. 

Her husband Prince Philip, the 
Du*ie of Edinburgh, also got a 
taste of republican sentiment Thu- 
rsday when he unveiled a bust at 
an Adelaide university. 

"Long live the Republic of Aus- 
tralia,” yelled one student from 
the middle of a row of republican 
flags. 

“Good idea,” the prince shot 
back. 

In New Zealand — which she 
visited after a trip to Nepal — 
Maori protestors threw eggs at (he 
queen, hitting her with one of 
them. A man, in a traditional 
Maari insult, dropped his trousers 
and flashed his tattooed bottom at 
her. 


Lawyers punch, 
drench Zia aide 

KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Opposition lawyers punched and 
poured cold water over a former 
genera] and aide to President 
Mohammed Zia UI Haq. forc ing 
the aide to cancel a speech before 
the bar association here, witnesses 
said. The witnesses said about 40 
riot policemen outside the hall did 
not intervene and laughed as the 
general, dripping with water, was 
driven from the hall. The lawyers 
accused retired Lt.-Gen. Faiz Aii 
Chishti of complicity in the 1979 
execution of former Prime Min- 
ister Zulfikar AH Bhutto, who had 
been toppled two years earlier in a 
coup by Gen. Zia. 


S. Korean 
students 
clash with 
police 

SEOUL (Agencies) — More than 
1,000 students de manding Pre- 
sident Chun Doo Hwan’s res- 
ignation battled with riot police at 


Police reportedly kill 
Colombian rebel leader 

BOGOTA fRl — One of the fan- Fayacfs successor seems likely 


|ch With BOGOTA (R) — One of foe fou- 

‘*~^* 1 * ■* ndeis and the top leader of Col- 

1 • ombia’s April-19 guerrilla group 

(M-19), Alvaro Fayad, was killed 
by police, a police spokesman said 

1L (Agencies) — More than Friday- . 

students deman tSng Pre- Gen. Guillermo Gonzalez of 
Chun Doo Hwan’s res- *e police command said. Fayad 
m battled with riot police at .*» straffing in a stylish nei- 
univeraities Friday capping ghbouihood west of Bogota Thu- 


a week of campus unrest. 

About 1 ,000 riot poHoe and pla- 
inclothes men stormed the Pre- 
sbyterian Yonsei University cam- 
pus and fired tear gas to disperse 
some 700 students, who retaliated 
with stones. 

Several students were kicked 
and punched before being taken 
away tty police, witnesses said. 

At Seoul National University, 
about 300 students were involved 
in a similar dash wifo hundreds of 
riot police. 

A court Friday gave suspended 
jail sentences to six students after 
they said they were sorry they had 
set fire to Mr. Chun’s party offices, 
court officials said. Witnesses said 
the students were gagged by pri- 
son guards when they shouted 
anti-government slogans as they 
entered the court. 

They were among 82 students 
standing trial for occupying and 
setting ali gh t to an office of Mr. 
Chun's Democratic Justice Party 
last November. 

They had demanded Mr. 
Chun’s resignation and an end to 
U5. support for his government, 
which they called dictatorship. 

Hundreds ctf students have been 
arrested this year for anti- 
government protests and for sup- 
porting a banned opposition cam- 
paign to press for election ref- 
orms. 

The National Council of Chu- 
rches said Friday that dem- 
ocratisation has been delayed 
more than 40 years and declared, 
“we cannot wait any longer.” 

The council, made up of six 
major Protestant denominations, 
threw its support publicly to foe 
political opposition’s demand for 
constitutkHial revisions. 

“The rights of foe people to call 
for constitutional revision and to 
participate in the governing of 
their nation through the direct 
election of the president are basic 
rights which must not be vio- 
4 a ted,” die council said in a sta- 
tement tty its chairman, the Rev. 
Kim Jee-Giel. 

“ Democratisatkm has already 
been delayed for over 40 years we 
cannot wait any longer” the sta- 
tement said. 


rsday night when special com- 
mandos advised of his presence 
there shot and killed bun along 
wifo a woman companion. 

Police earlier said Fayad was 
killed in a shootout wifo army tro- 
■ops and that a massive military 
operation was under way nearby. 

Fayad had been in Bogota since 
last Wednesday attending a gue- 
rrilla summit, according to reports 
reaching police. 

Fayad, in his 40$, had met Pre- 
sident Belisario Betancur several 
ftrru-<t to draw up terms of a cease- 
fire. He became foe M-19*s top 
leader last year. 

The leftist group had signed the 
truce in 1984, but a few months 
later resumed armed strife. 


to be Carlos Pizarro Leon- 
Gomez. 

The M-19 was responsible for 
the bloody assault last year on the 
Palace of Justice, where more than 
100 people were killed as troops 
intervened to dislodge foe gue- 
rrillas. 

Fayad's death came one day 
after clashes that caused 30 deaths 
near Cali, in the south of the cou- 
ntry, and less than a week after 
le gis lative elections. 

The M-19 came to life in 1970 
to protest against alleged fraud in 
elections that year, and since then 
has carried out a series of attacks. 
They included stealing arms from 
army depots and abducting sev- 
eral foreign diplomats during the 
occupation of the Dominican 
Republic's embassy in Bogota. 

' . Its most prominent leaders and 
founders, including Jaime Bat-, 
e mail , Ivan Marino Ospina, Car- 
los Toledo, Andres Almarales and 
Conrado Marin have all died in 
road accidents or in clashes wifo 
the army. 



Two Soviet cosmonauts 
head for space station 


MOSCOW (R) — Two Cos- 
monauts were Friday orbiting 
earth on their way to foe Soviet 
Union's new space station Mir 
after a well-publicised and smooth 
launch. 

Mission Commander Leonid 
Kmm and engineer Vladimir Sol- 
ovyov blasted into space Thursday 
afternoon, just over six weeks 
after seven U.S. astronauts were 
killed in foe shuttle Challenger 
disaster. « 

The Kremlin gave unusual pub- 
licity to foe launch, announcing 
foe time in advance, and televising 
live the lift-off from the Baikonur 
Base, a dear departure from rec- 
ent practice. 

The mam television news also 
went into rare detail, showing film 
of foe two men undergoing last 
medical checks , walking out to the 
bus in their space suits, driving to 
foe launch pad, and waving to col- 
leagues from the steps leading to 
their Soyuz T-15 craft 

Western diplomats in Moscow 
said foe publicity reflected inc- 
reasing confidence from Soviet 
space planners, especially after 
the Challenger disaster, which was 
screened on Soviet television. 


Moscow expressed sympathy 
over the Jan. 28 accident, but the 
official media were quick to link to 
foe alleged te chni cal risks in Pre- 
sident Reagan’s “Star Wars” mis- 
sile defence programme. 

Kmm, 44, and Solovyov, 39, 
are due to guide their spaceship 
onto one of Miris two main doc- 
king ports on Saturday. The two 
men are joint holders of the world 
space endurance record, having 
spent 238 days in orbit wifo a col- 
league in 1984. 

But Soviet space officials have 
said the first mission to Mir. which 
was launched -on Feb. 20. would 
be a short one, to test the station's 
on-board systems. Eventually 
Mir, which is Russian for “peace' ’ , 
is due to be foe first permanently 
manned space station, the core of 
a giant orbiting laboratory. 

Soyuz T-15 was launched a 
month short of 25 years after Yuri 
Gagarin, the pride of the Soviet 
space programme, became foe 
first man to orbit the earth. 

Soviet television said foe flight 
was proceeding normally and 
Kiztm and Solovyov were in good 
condition. 


Former Kenyan "j 

leader’s A 

son loses freedom plan j 

'. 4 
S 

NAIROBI (K) — The jailed son 
of former Kenyan Vice-President 
Ogmga Odiiusa. Raila Odioga. 
Friday lost a plea for his release : 
from prison where he has been 
detained since being charged wifo 
treason in 1982. The charge was 
dropped in March 1983. but he : 
has remained in jail ever smee. in : 
connection wifo an abortive coup 
by junior air force officers the pre- . 
vious August. The coup was era- ; 
shed within hours by the army. 
Acting Chief Justice CB. Madan ; 
rejected Od misapplication, and j 
quoted the detainee as saying in an d 
earlier statement that he was sat- ; 
isfied there were sufficient grp- j 
unfk to keep him in detention . ; 

1,300 thieves return i 
booty in Peking | 

PEKING (R) — More than 1 300 \ 
thieves in Peking handed over star i 
len cash and goods inducting 270 ] 
bicylces under a police amnesty*! 
tire Liberation daity reported | 
newspaper said police announced -3 


[ ,i K i i « »T 


in their loot by March 10 and esc-^j 

1 1-1 . A 1 7711-53 


Rebels assault police posts in Lima 


LIMA (R) — Leftist guerrillas 
dynamited at least three police 
posts and firebombed two stores, 
one of them just a Nock from foe 
presidential palace, during a bla- 
ckout in the Peruvian capital, pol- 
ice said Friday. 

There were no immediate rep- 
orts of injuries. 

The attacks, shortly before 
midnight, brought troops and 
tanks out in foe streets after foe 
40-minute blackout, eye- 
witnesses said. 

Firemen quickly brought the 
blazes under control in the two 
stores. 


No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attacks, but 
pohee believed either the Maoist 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) 
rebels or the leftist Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement was 
responsible. 

Over 7,000 people have died in 
Sendero’s five-year insurgency. 
No deaths have yet been blamed 
an Tupac Amaru assaults. 

A power company communique 
blamed foe blackout on a gue- 
rrillas attack on power pylons in 
foe central Peruvian Andes. 

The assaults came only hours 
before Presidential Alan Garcia 


was due to leave for Buenos Aires 
to begin a three-day visit to Arg- 
entina. 

Mr. Garcia last Feb. 7 had da- 
mped Lima under a state of eme- 
rgency and curfew to curb tbe spr- 
ead of the Sendero guerrillas from 
foe Andes fo foe capital. 

Sendero’s last wave of assaults 
here on Feb. 21 induded the 
bombing of six foreign embassies 
and 1 3 other targets in foe capital. 
A fire in the shape ctf a hammer- 
and -sickle blazed on" a hillside. 

Police have blamed Sendero for 
blacking out the-capital more than 
15 times since 1982. 


the whole family, returned money ^ 
and property worth more than 3 
500,000 yuan (5156,000). Thtn| 
goods, later returned at a big cer- $ 
emony to shops and householders, r 
also induded more than 2,000 si 
watches. ; Jf 

• ■* 

Anti-AIDS drug J 
shows no side effects I 

Ch 

LONDON (R) — A drug to fight-/ 
AIDS developed by the US. sub-^ 
sidiary of a British pharmaceutical^ 
company produced no harmful'^ 
side effects in trial patients, a rep 1 :J 
ort in a medical journal said Fri- 1 
day. The report in the Lancet said 
19 US. patients took foe drug, 
developed tty Burroughs Wei- * 
loome Co. a subsidiary of Wei- * 
icame FLC, for six weeks without ; 
adverse effects . The company now v 
plans to expand .foe tests by att- } 
empting to cure AIDS (Acquired : 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
victims wifo foe drug, known as . 

1 Compound S. Two hundred Ame- ^ 
TkanssuSeikigfromAIDS,which ■.«* 
destroys foe body’s immune sys- *5 
tern, will take the drug for six - 
months to establish whether it 5 
stops foe fatal virus from mid- j 
tiplying in the human body. Lab- 5 } 
oratory experiments have ind- 
icated that the drug could halt the ii 
growth of the virus, a company . ' 
spokesman said. j 

,j =i 

Fun-loving lionesses | 

pot on pill ’ 3 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore’s % 


Pakistan to free jailed poppy growers 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
Authorities have agreed to free 
130 opium poppy growers arr- 
ested during a crackdown on crops 
and compensate families of seven 
farmers killed in foe operation. 

North West Frontier Province 
(NWFP) Governor Abdul Gha- 
foor Hoti said Thursday foe gov- 
ernment would release the men 
arrested on March 8 when par- 
amilitary units destroyed crops in 
the Gadoon area along tbe Indus 
River. 

It would also pay compensation 
to families of foe victims and treat 
the injured at government exp- 
ense, foe Associated Press of Pak- 
istan (APP) reported. 

The promise, made at an ass- 
embly of tribal elders from the 
Gadoon area 80 kilo metres nor- 


thwest ctf Islamabad, was an imp- 
ortant concession to the growers 
following the unexpectedly vio- 
lent operation to destroy the new 


poppy crop. 

Opium poppy is one of the few 
crops that can grow on foe barren 
hills of the North West Frontier. 
Farmers accuse the government of 
embezzling foreign anti-drug 
funds meant to help them switch 
to other cash crops. 

Mr. Hoti also offered tribal eld- 
ers large supplies -of wheat and 
sugar at subsidised prices if they 
destroyed the rest of the new crop, 
APP reported without noting the 
elders response. 

As part of the government’s 
renewed anti-drug drive. Prime 
Minister Mohammad Khan Jun- 
ejo Thursday met a group of 15 
representatives from Qiitral who 


promised to help stop poppy gro- 
wing there. 

Mr. Junejo promised the group 
that ChitraL a mountainous fro- 
ntier area north of Peshawar, 
would be included in Islamabad’s 
crop substitution programmes. 

Opposition politicians have cri- 
ticised the government for the 
Gadoon action at daily rallies in 
NWFP, accusing it of murde ring 
poor farmers under orders from 
the United States. 

The Ufi. finances Gadoon’ s 
mam programme to substitute 
other cash crops for opium, which 
is foe raw material for heroin. 

With help from tbe U.S. and foe 
United Nations, Pakistan’s crop 
substitution drive slashed dom- 
estic poppy production from 800 
tonnes m 1979 to 45 tonnes last 
year. . , 


Muslims stage protest march in troubled Malaysian state 




moved into the zoo to step 
lionesses from breeding too often. 
Five lionesses at foe Zoological 
Gardens have been put on the pill 
after foe lion population grew 
from two to 16, including the rec- 
ent arrival of two more cubs, zoo 
officials said Friday. “We cannot 
keep a big group because of space 
problems and they tend to fight 
during foe mating season. Also 
feeding these big meat-eaters is 
expensive ” an official said. The 
zoo has so far donated a pair of 
lions each to a circus operator, to 
zoos in China, Malaysia, Ind-" 
onesia and a crocodile farm in 
Thailand. Ten others have H fcd 
over the years. 

Police seek Peter 
Seller’s tiang% r 

LOS ANGELES (R) —US. drug 


KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia bo lie Church after finding crosses 
(R) — Hundreds of chanting Mus- painted on mosque walls, 
lims marched from Kota Kin- No one has claimed ' res- 
abalu’s main mosque to the house ponsibihty, but Muslims blamed 
ctf a top opposition leader Friday members of the Partai Bersatu 
amid contumg tension in foe east Sabah (PBS)of Sabah Chief Min- 
Malaysian state of Sabah. ister Datuk Joseph Pairin Kit- 

Witnesses said about 400 men ingan. 
and women shouting “Allahu Malaysian Prime Minister 
Akbar” (God is Great) poured on Datuk Seri Mahathir Mohammad 
to a main road in the state capital has denied federal opposition all- 
after Friday prayers but were sto- egations of collusion between his 
pped by police armed wifo tea- Malay-domianted government 
igas, batons and shields. and the Berjaya and United Sabah 

The marchers were allowed to National Organisation (USNO) 
continue after agreeing to be ord- parties to oust Mr. Pairin . 
eriy and not disrupt traffic. Info rmation Minister Datuk : 

Two women were killed in an. Rais Yatim said Friday the Mal- 
arron attack and four people were ' aysian cabinet was expected to 
hurt in nine bomb blasts in the past discuss foe situation in Sabah at its 
two days in Sabah as Malay Mus- weekly meeting next Wednesday. 
Im opposition supporters stepped Mr. Mahathir has said he will 

up efforts to oust tne ruling mainly not intervene unless fo 
Christian, non-Malay party. ctf hand. He, Mr. 

Furious Muslims stoned cars Sabah’ spoh'ce chief h* 

Thursday and had to be held back ependently that the p 
from marching cm a Roman Cat- fall control. 


Mr. Pairin dissolved Sabah's 
state assembly two weeks ago to 
hold fresh elections after a year ctf 
political wrangling with the opp- 
osition brought gsvemment to a 
halt. 

The high court reserved jud- 
gment Thursday an an opposition 
writ challenging foe dissolution. 
Three thousand USNO sup- 
porters demonstrated against the 
PBS outside the court. 

A verdict is due on April 15 on a 
case brought by USNQ President 
Tun Mustapha Harun ch alle ngin g 
Mr. Pairm’s rule. 

Friday’s March ended at the 
veteran politician’s house where 
foe marmezs condemned the FBS 
as anti-Islamk. 

In the city centre life was back 
to normal except around the isos- 


not intervene unless tilings get out que where shops were closed and 
of hand. He, Mr. Panin and security was tight, residents stud. 
Sabah’spolice chief have said ind- Business had dosed and people 
ependently that the police are in stayed at home after foie bomb 
fall control. 1 blots spread panic. 


Deputy Prime Minister Datuk 
Musa Hitam has withdrawn his 
resignation as deputy president 
iot Malaysia's do minan t Ma]ay T 
baaed potty, aides said Friday. 

But they tokl Reuters that Mr. 
Musa i would not withdraw his res- 
ignations from his cabinet posts as 
deputy prime minister and home 
(mtenor) minister, submitted to 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Mah- 
athir Mohammad. 

Aides said Mr. Musa, 51,' res- 
igned because of policy and per- 
sonality dashes with Mr. Mah- 
athir’s supporters. 

His resignation further dep- 
ressed foe country’s a Ding stock 
exdtapge which has been rec- 
ording new lows since the end of 
February. 

^ ““SOM*™* 
a spht m the- United : 
Malay National Organsatkm th#. 
Imgest Malay poUtical party hi foe 

.kS 8 HE^ Nati0 ^. 







